EAST TEMPE TOWN LAKE ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH PARK
The section of the south shore of Tempe Town Lake that is east of Tempe Beach Park has little to draw the 8,000
State Farm employees moving into Marina Heights or any of the employees who work in Hayden Ferry Lakeside.
Its rolling hills and the lake itself are an attractive backdrop for the park, but the landscape has been designed to
minimize maintenance costs, so the park is not as aesthetically attractive as it could be. It offers no real amenities,
and the park will remain underutilized unless it is programmed.
Given the combined populations of Hayden Ferry Lakeside and Marina Heights, it is unrealistic to expect large
crowds in this section of Tempe Town Lake. At most, several hundred people would be scattered throughout its
approximately thirteen acres during the weekday lunch hour. Most of the time, there probably won’t be more than
several dozen people.
It’s unrealistic to program scheduled activities outside of those organized in conjunction with State Farm or another
major employer. The programs and amenities in this part of the south shore of Tempe Town Lake need to work
for small groups of people and can, if needed, have larger footprints.
This area is an opportunity to combine interesting horticultural projects and amenities that will attract office
workers during lunch, after work, and during any breaks they get. It could then build upon the recently-developed
mix of uses that have been built along the lake edge.
The City of Tempe should partner with ASU to enhance the waterfront with a series of experimental and researchbased educational projects and displays along the southern shore of the Town Lake. Some of those projects might
be designed to address the challenges of developing lush horticulture and shade trees in Tempe’s climate—an issue
that came up during public outreach.
This special linear park concept will be an appropriately-scaled series of outdoor rooms that incorporate new
opportunities for the development of small environmental research facilities, as well as large-footprint games
to bring office workers (during the week) and families (on the weekend), integrated into the existing path
configuration. This will minimize capital expenses and avoids any real re-design of the park.

Figure 4.5.1- An aerial view of the recommended East Tempe Town Lake Environmental Research Park.

The reimagining of the existing park will
•

Create a significant regional environmental research facility serving the region as a whole.

•

Enhance the visitor experience to Tempe Town Lake by providing ample accessible educational spaces that
offer beauty, activity, and learning—as well as fun and games.

•

Extend Arizona State University further into downtown and provide opportunities for faculty and students
to exhibit their research and even conduct experiments.

•

Better serve the residential and office development fronting the park.

•

Provide a gathering space to accommodate complementary public events and presentations by ASU faculty
and students, as well as outdoor classroom activities.

Each of the seven or eight outdoor rooms would be anchored at the lake edge by a reclaimed shipping container
(or another temporary and movable building) that will house each of the research activities. The remainder of
each room would be activated with programming to encourage people to occupy the park, primarily games such
as shuffleboard, ping pong, foosball, petanque, and a putting green. The park would also have plenty of movable
tables and chairs, as well as free WiFi and convenience outlets so nearby office workers could work outside.
The environmental research park would be the eastern wing of the revitalized promenade along the edge of Tempe
Town Lake that extends from Rural Road, through Tempe Beach Park, and reaching the Tempe Center for the
Arts. This linear pedestrian space should be planned to be capable of providing a comfortable, shaded, and welllit pedestrian promenade for strolling at the lake’s edge. This section of the Tempe Town Lake promenade would
feature a consistent minimum 20 foot wide pedestrian way along the lake edge (existing) and new research spaces
fronting the promenade in order to add interest to the walking experience.
The City of Tempe should encourage adjacent property owners to incorporate restaurants and kiosks on the north
side of the private developments. This will help activate the park’s edge and draw more people into the space.
Together, these changes would transform the existing underutilized park into a grand public environmental research
center with large research plots, greenhouses, intimate rooms for programming, and flexible lawns for activities and
events.

EAST TEMPE TOWN LAKE ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH PARK
The challenge in implementing the environmental research park concept described earlier in this report is getting all
of the key players on the same page. Arizona State University will need to take the lead on soliciting proposals from
faculty and students and then creating the research spaces. The City of Tempe will need to approve and permit any
plans for improved horticulture and park amenities. State Farm should be approached to help select the games and
programs that will have the most appeal for its employees.
The Downtown Tempe Authority should play a coordinating role in this project. Given that the DTA will be
programming other public spaces, it’s the logical entity to design and execute the programming scheme. It is also
the right entity to oversee the maintenance of the gardens and any new park furnishings. However, the DTA lacks
the in-house capacity to design and install the improved gardens. This could be taken on by ASU or the DTA could
bring on a horticulturist or landscape designer to manage the project.
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