
BUILDING A BETTER BAY AREA

25,000 fans headed to San Francisco for
sold out rave with Skrillex, Fred Again
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SAN FRANCISCO (KGO) -- San Francisco is gearing up for 25,000 music fans to
attend the Skrillex and Fred Again show, an outdoor rave, this Saturday at Civic
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San Francisco is gearing up for 25,000 music fans to attend the Skrillex & Fred Again show, an outdoor
rave, this Saturday at Civic Center Plaza.
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Center Plaza.

Since it sold out in just over 24 hours, it got us wondering, could this be the kind
of event the city needs as it recovers from the pandemic?

It all started with a post on X.

Skrillex
@Skrillex · Follow

Fred and I have way too much new music we need to test
out so weʼre going to throw a rave  in San Francisco next
week BRB
1�11 PM · May 24, 2024

12.5K Reply Copy link

Read 494 replies

"There were some hints about it. Skrillex and Fred Again had announced on
social media that they have some new music and are anxious to preview this and
there were some hints that this was going to come," said SF Supervisor Matt
Dorsey.

A week later, those hints have now solidified with a sold out outdoor electronic
music concert for Saturday, June 1 at San Francisco Civic Center Plaza.

"This is the line between my district and Supervisor Dean Preston's district. I
know we both really are supporters of doing anything we can to activate the
neighborhood. This is a really good thing for the city," said Supervisor Dorsey.

Rene Dennis owner of Chao Pescao restaurant said they learned about the event
at the same time everyone else did.

"Yeah, well last minute now. Staffing changes, hours change. It's going to be a big
crowd," said Dennis.

https://x.com/Skrillex/status/1794099015249707390
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Chao Pescao is right across Civic Center Plaza. Rene Dennis is excited about what
this means for his employees.

"It makes for a good week. It gives everyone here an opportunity to make a little
more of extra money. It's just exciting," said Dennis.

MORE: What doom loop? Downtown San Francisco showing signs of
economic rebound, experts say

According to event organizers Another Planet Entertainment, the event is
expected to inject tens of millions of dollars into San Francisco's local economy.

"I don't think there is really that one silver bullet when it comes to revitalizing
and reimagining downtown San Francisco post pandemic but having that
consistent drum and beat or exciting events and activations is definitely going to
be a really big factor," said Melissa Buckminster with the Downtown SF
Partnership.

Nightlife and entertainment were among the industries hardest hit during the
pandemic but the city believes they will be vital to San Francisco's economic

Shuttered storefronts and office vacancy rates are hitting over 35%. However, there are signs things may
finally have bottomed out.

https://www.chaopescaosf.com/
https://abc7news.com/downtown-san-francisco-showing-signs-of-economic-rebound-amid-closing-retail-storefronts-high-office-vacancy-rates/14618584/
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recovery.

"San Francisco is one of the world's great music cities. Events like this help
remind everybody of that fact and we want to keep reminding everyone of that
fact," said Ben Van Houten Business Development Manager, Nightlife and
Entertainment Sector for the San Francisco Office of Economic and Workforce
Development.

MORE: SF Mayor London Breed addresses economic hope, 'panda
diplomacy' after China visit

Even though the city is not the one behind Saturday's event, San Francisco is
putting money towards future events.

"Our downtown energy grant program is (a) $500,000 grant program, up to
$50,000 for existing downtown nightlife entertainment arts businesses to
support new creative projects," said Van Houten.

Another Planet Entertainment report that 40% of the people coming to this
concert are coming from outside the Bay Area.

Mayor London Breed arrived at San Francisco International Airport on Sunday after a weeklong business
trip to China.

https://abc7news.com/mayor-london-breed-returns-to-san-francisco-after-securing-deal-with-china-bring-giant-pandas-city/14709807/
https://abc7news.com/mayor-london-breed-returns-to-san-francisco-after-securing-deal-with-china-bring-giant-pandas-city/14709807/
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