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Little Italy Association of San Diego - Board of Directors Meeting 
Tuesday, October 6, 2020 at 8:30am 

Zoom Virtual Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84591466999 
or call 1-669-900-6833 / Meeting ID: 845 9146 6999 

 
CLOSED SESSION ON LEGAL CONSULTATION ON ITEM 6 

 
AGENDA  

1) Zoom Meeting Protocol & Introductions / Steve Galasso, President 
a. All participants will be put on mute during the topic presentation and then the 

moderator will unmute the microphones to take comments/feedback.  Please 
keep comments directed to that particular topic. 
 

2) Minutes of the September 1, 2020 Board Meeting   Action Item 
 

3) Non-Agenda: Public Comment, Introductions & Announcements 
 

4) Presentation by Candidates for Mayor / 8:30am 
a. Councilmember Barbara Bry – 10 minutes 
b. Assemblyman Todd Gloria – 10 minutes 
c. Q and A –20 minutes  

 
5) Committee Reports 

Org Committee / Steve Galasso 
a. Little Italy Board Give-or-Get / Chris Gomez 
b. YTD Financial Report / Jeri Keiller & Lou Palestini   Action Item 
c. Letter from Lou Palestini – Withdrawal and Consideration 
d. Nomination of Treasurer       Action Item 
e. Nomination of Vice President of Cultural Affairs   Action Item 
f. Bylaws Task Force Update / Steve Galasso 

i. Finance Committee in Proposed Tasks in Bylaw Amendments  
d. Next Meeting:  TBA 

  
DISI Committee / Perry Meyer 
a. Olive Creative Strategies 
b. Little Italy Mercato / Catt White  
c. Al Fresco  
d. Taste of Little Italy: Take-Out Edition / Sandi Cottrell 
e. Little Italy Virtual Tree Lighting & Christmas Season Experience / Chris Gomez 
f. Fall Displays – Thank You 
g. Next Meeting:  Friday, November 6, 2020 at 9:00am via Zoom 

Visit: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81845314996 or  
Call: 1-669-900-6833 / Meeting ID: 818 4531 4996 
Password: 3898 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84591466999?pwd=VXhKRmV6MEhBSTNYTzdFQk50VStHZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81845314996?pwd=WC85NTUybXJLNlhEU0taTUs2QnQ0QT09
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Parking & Mobility Committee / Luke Vinci 
a. FY21 Little Italy Parking District Funds  
b. Bollard Status 
c. AB-5 / Prop 22 Discussion 
 
Sidewalk Operations / Rich Gustafson 
a. No report 
 
Finance Committee / Bryan Thompson 
a. Amici Park Redesign RFP / Luke Vinci 
b. Next Meeting:  Tuesday, October 27, 2020 at 10:00am via Zoom 

Visit: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846361659 or  
Call: 1-669-900-6833 / Meeting ID: 818 4636 1659 
Password: 3898 

 
 Other: 
 Community reports: OLR, Washington Elementary School, LIRA, SDPD 

   
6) CLOSED SESSION: PRESENTATION FROM THE ROBERT WRIGHT ON LIA’S POSITION 

ON CIVIL STAY AWAY ORDERS/PARTNERSHIP WITH BUSINESSES AND PROPERTY 
OWNERS         Action Item 
  

7) Reopen Board Meeting – Report to Public Board Recommendations from Closed 
Session 
 

8) Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 3, 2020 at 8:30am via Zoom 
Visit: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83391016612 or  
Call: 1-669-900-6833 / Meeting ID: 833 9101 6612 
Password: 3898 
 

9) Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TEMPORARY MODIFICATIONS TO THE BROWN ACT DUE TO COVID-19: 
Based on current COVID-19 directives and mandates, Governor Newsom has modified and suspended 
some of The Brown Act requirements temporarily.  For a list of the items that Governor Newsom has 
modified or suspended, visit www.LittleItalySDMeetings.com (Page 4, Section 11). 
 
THE BROWN ACT:   
Government Code 54950 (The Brown Act) requires that a brief description of each item to be transacted 
or discussed be posted at least 72 hours prior to a regular meeting.  The Corporation posts all Board 
and Committee agendas at 2210 Columbia Street, San Diego, CA  92101 and the LIA website.  Action 
may not be taken on items not identified as such and posted on the agenda.  Meeting facilities may be 
accessible to persons with disabilities.  If you require special assistance to participate in the meeting, 
notify Chris Gomez at 619 233-3898 at least 48-hours prior to the meeting. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846361659?pwd=MVc0bWhETmhiWDRKYllkQ2oyaStsQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83391016612?pwd=YzhpZXJDeHFOTzBacXEvWlJ5ZldxZz09
https://www.littleitalysd.com/board-committees/board-and-committee-agendas
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Board Meeting 

PR Agenda 
Tuesday, October 6, 2020 

 
 
PITCHING 
Recap 

• Little Italy Businesses Get Creative 

• Best Happy Hours in Little Italy  

• Taste of Little Italy 
 
Current/Upcoming Focus 

• Italian Heritage Month 

• Small Business Saturday 
 
BLOGS 
Recap 

• Taste of Little Italy 

• Businesses Get Creative 
 
Upcoming 

• Little Italy Mercato: Then & Now 

• Pumpkin Spice & Everything Nice: Fall Plates from LI's Restaurants 
 

SECURED COVERAGE 

• 10/1 secured online coverage on Ranch & Coast 
o Little Italy listed as "Best Local Tourist Attraction" along with the photoshoot done with 

Marco being named "Editor's Pick: Outdoor Dining Champion" 

• 10/1 secured online coverage on San Diego Magazine 
o Included the details on Taste of Little Italy during the "Hot Plates" section of the Happy 

Half Hour podcast highlighting some of the offerings and how Little Italy has been able 
to adapt this event 

• 10/1 secured online coverage on SoCalPulse 
o Included Taste of Little Italy in roundup of things to do this weekend 

• 9/30 secured online coverage on Pacific San Diego 
o Article featuring the details on Taste of Little Italy 

• 9/30 secured broadcast coverage on CBS 8 (News at 10 p.m.) 
o Segment featuring an interview with Chris at Ballast Point along with visits to Cloak & 

Petal and Davanti 

• 9/30 secured broadcast coverage on CBS 8 (News at 11 a.m.) 
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o Segment featuring an interview with Chris at Ballast Point along with visits to Cloak & 
Petal and Davanti 

• 9/30 secured broadcast coverage on CBS 8 (News at 7 a.m.) 
o Segment featuring an interview with Chris at Ballast Point along with visits to Cloak & 

Petal and Davanti 

• 9/30 secured broadcast coverage on CBS 8 (News at 6 a.m.) 
o Segment featuring an interview with Chris at Ballast Point along with visits to Cloak & 

Petal and Davanti 

• 9/30 secured online coverage on CBS 8 
o Article featuring the details on Taste of Little Italy 

• 9/30 secured online coverage on News Chant 
o Syndicated CBS8.com article featuring the details on Taste of Little Italy 

• 9/28 secured print coverage in Ranch & Coast 
o Little Italy listed as "Best Local Tourist Attraction" along with the photoshoot done with 

Marco being named "Editor's Pick: Outdoor Dining Champion" 

• 9/24 secured online coverage on The Guam Daily Post 
o Syndicated LA Times article highlighting Little Italy’s Al Fresco dining as a way San Diego 

is navigating the pandemic along with commentary from Marco 

• 9/23 secured online coverage on Greater Milwaukee Today 
o Syndicated LA Times article highlighting Little Italy’s Al Fresco dining as a way San Diego 

is navigating the pandemic along with commentary from Marco 

• 9/18 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (News at 6 p.m.) 
o Segment on how Little Italy is surviving and how the Little Italy Association is helping to 

keep businesses open during COVID featuring an interview with Marco 

• 9/18 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (News at 5 p.m.) 
o Segment on how Little Italy is surviving and how the Little Italy Association is helping to 

keep businesses open during COVID featuring an interview with Marco 

• 9/16 secured online coverage on Stars & Stripes 
o Syndicated LA Times article highlighting Little Italy’s Al Fresco dining as a way San Diego 

is navigating the pandemic along with commentary from Marco 

• 9/15 secured online coverage on Northwest Georgia News 
o Syndicated LA Times article highlighting Little Italy’s Al Fresco dining as a way San Diego 

is navigating the pandemic along with commentary from Marco 

• 9/15 secured online coverage on News Bug 
o Syndicated LA Times article highlighting Little Italy’s Al Fresco dining as a way San Diego 

is navigating the pandemic along with commentary from Marco 

• 9/15 secured online coverage on Finger Lakes 
o Syndicated LA Times article highlighting Little Italy’s Al Fresco dining as a way San Diego 

is navigating the pandemic along with commentary from Marco 

• 9/15 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (Good Morning San Diego at 6 a.m.) 
o Segment featuring an interview with Hillary Theakston from The Clearity Foundation to 

discuss the work they are doing and how Little Italy is helping to spread awareness 

• 9/15 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (Good Morning San Diego at 6 a.m.) 
o Segment featuring an interview with Hillary Theakston from The Clearity Foundation to 

discuss the work they are doing and how Little Italy is helping to spread awareness 

• 9/15 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (Good Morning San Diego at 5 a.m.) 
o Segment features interviews with Marco and Danijela Dostanic from Sogno di Vivo to 

discuss how changes in health orders would impact business 
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• 9/15 secured online coverage on KPBS 
o Feature discussing how neighborhoods in the 92101 zip code are dealing with COVID-19 

outbreaks and includes a quote submitted on behalf of Chris 

• 9/15 secured online coverage on News Break 
o Syndicated KPBS article discussing how neighborhoods in the 92101 zip code are dealing 

with COVID-19 outbreaks and includes a quote submitted on behalf of Chris 

• 9/14 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (News at 11 p.m.) 
o Segment features interviews with Marco and Danijela Dostanic from Sogno di Vivo to 

discuss how changes in health orders would impact business 

• 9/14 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (News at 10 p.m.) 
o Segment features interviews with Marco and Danijela Dostanic from Sogno di Vivo to 

discuss how changes in health orders would impact business 

• 9/14 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (News at 6 p.m.) 
o Segment features interviews with Marco and Danijela Dostanic from Sogno di Vivo to 

discuss how changes in health orders would impact business 

• 9/14 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (News at 5 p.m.) 
o Segment features interviews with Marco and Danijela Dostanic from Sogno di Vivo to 

discuss how changes in health orders would impact business 

• 9/14 secured online coverage on KUSI 
o Article features commentary from Marco and Danijela Dostanic from Sogno di Vivo to 

discuss how changes in health orders would impact business 

• 9/14 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (Good Morning San Diego at 5 a.m.) 
o Segment features an interview with Marco discussing the steps Little Italy is taking as 

they reopen 

• 9/13 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (News at 11 p.m.) 
o Segment features an interview with Marco discussing the steps Little Italy is taking as 

they reopen 

• 9/13 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (News at 10 p.m.) 
o Segment features an interview with Marco discussing the steps Little Italy is taking as 

they reopen 

• 9/13 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (News at 6 p.m.) 
o Segment features an interview with Marco discussing the steps Little Italy is taking as 

they reopen 

• 9/11 secured print coverage in the Los Angeles Times 
o Feature highlighting Little Italy’s Al Fresco dining as a way San Diego is navigating the 

pandemic along with commentary from Marco 

• 9/10 secured online coverage on the Los Angeles Times 
o Feature highlighting Little Italy’s Al Fresco dining as a way San Diego is navigating the 

pandemic along with commentary from Marco 

• 9/9 secured online coverage on NBC 7 
o Feature highlighting all the details of the upcoming Taste of Little Italy event 

• 9/8 secured online coverage on Oside News 
o Feature highlighting all the details of the upcoming Taste of Little Italy event 

• 9/7 secured online coverage on San Diego Food Finds 
o Feature highlighting all the details of the upcoming Taste of Little Italy event 

• 9/4 secured print coverage in San Diego Downtown News 
o Ghost-written article by Chris around Little Italy as a leader during COVID 

• 9/4 secured online coverage on San Diego Downtown News 
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o Ghost-written article by Chris around Little Italy as a leader during COVID 

• 9/3 secured online coverage on There San Diego 
o Feature highlighting all the details of the upcoming Taste of Little Italy event 

• 9/1 secured broadcast coverage on KUSI (Good Morning San Diego at 8 a.m.) 
o Article on protocols restaurants must take for indoor dining featuring an interview with 

Marco 

• 9/1 secured online coverage on KUSI 
o Article featuring commentary from Marco on how Little Italy has been doing throughout 

the pandemic and the protocols restaurants must take for indoor dining 
 
SECURED OPPORTUNITIES 

• Secured Thrillist 
o Will be including Taste of Little Italy in their weekend roundup 

• Secured Ranch & Coast 
o Will be sharing details on Taste of Little Italy with their audience digitally 

• Secured KUSI 
o Segment on Sunday, October 4 featuring interviews with Chris, Frost Me Café and Nolita 

Hall 

• Secured FOX 5 
o Including mentions of Taste of Little Italy in their weekend morning shows 

• Secured San Diego Union-Tribune 
o Pam Kragen is including Taste of Little Italy in her upcoming dining column 

• Secured San Diego Downtown News  
o Ghost-written article by Chris around the Little Italy Mercato discussing its history and 

the safety precautions it has taken since reopening 
 
SECURED INTEREST 

• Secured FOX 5 
o Geena the Latina is pitching Taste of Little Italy to her editors to share on her segment  

• Secured NBC 7 
o Feature outdoor on dining in San Diego, specifically on restaurants with parklets. Shared 

images with reporter 

• Secured Downtown Idea Exchange 
o Conducted an interview with Marco and planning to publish after a trip to San Diego in 

September 

• Secured DoSD.com 
o Planning to share Taste of Little Italy with their audience 

• Secured LOCALE Magazine 
o Submitted the ways businesses in Little Italy are getting creative for editorial 

consideration 

• Secured KUSI 
o Submitted Clearity Foundation “Paint the Town Teal” for segment consideration 

 
Social Media Statistics: September  

• Facebook 
o Fans: 82,742 (+819) 
o Impressions: 1,551,088 
o Engagements: 48,376 
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• Twitter 
o Followers: 8,430 (+50) 
o Impressions: 18,748 
o Engagements: 716 

• Instagram 
o Followers: 71,031 (+2,117) 
o Impressions: 390,157 
o Engagements: 13,843 
 

Highlights 
• Broke 71k followers on Instagram 
• Garnered more than 1.9M impressions across all platforms 
• Gained more than 1.9K new followers across all platforms 
• Earned more than 62.9K total engagements across all platforms 
• FB Page likes ad garnered 351 page likes 
• Overall FB & IG ad reach = 34.1K 
• Overall FB & IG ad impressions = 62.5K 
• Twitter ad = 40 followers* reallocated ¼ of budget to TOLI ads 
• August-September dates of Al Fresco as a Facebook “event page” – 70.1K people 

reached, 2.2K event responses 
• Created Taste of Little Italy Facebook “event page” – 134.7K reach with 588 event 

responses 
• Created 14 separate Taste of Little Italy ads to test audiences and images and have 

reached 20,002 people with 37,778 impressions over the month 
• Created individual Instagram stories for each TOLI date with dish images and 

descriptions with link to menu pages 
• Created posts for all platforms promoting Taste of Little Italy 
• Written copy to engage restaurants and business owners in posting on TOLI  

 
Upcoming 

• Continue to share CiaoBellaSD.com site & highlight reopening campaign 
• Continue to promote Al Fresco Open-Air Dining Experience and parklets (I believe this is 

continuing?) 
• Continue to promote Taste of Little Italy: Take-Out Edition 
• Promote Virtual Christmas experience and work in tandem with Christmas Task-Force 
• Continue to share new state and county mandates 
• Continue to post on safety measures 
• Continue engaging with our online communities 
• Continue to share blogs & media hits on social media 
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FACEBOOK: Top Performing Posts: 

 

TWITTER: Top Performing Tweets: 
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INSTAGRAM: Top Performing Posts: 
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