
L I T T L E   I T A L Y   A S S O C I A T I O N   O F   S A N   D I E G O 

2210 Columbia Street  San Diego, CA 92101 619-233-3898  mail@LittleItalySD.com  LittleItalySD.com 
Facebook / Instagram / X / LinkedIn: @LittleItalySD  TikTok: LittleItaly.SD  #LittleItalySD 

Little Italy Association of San Diego – DI&P Committee 
Friday, October 18, 2024 at 9:00am  

Little Italy Association Office – Conference Room (2210 Columbia Street) or via 
Zoom (For Non-Voting Members): https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89745309384 

or call 1-669-900-6833 / Meeting ID: 897 4530 9384 / Password: 3898 

1. Introductions / Perry Meyer, Chair

2. Non-Agenda Public Comment & Annoncements (3-Min. Max Per Person)
Please keep comments directed to non-agenda items.

3. Review of September 20, 2024 Minutes Action Item 

4. Confirmed Little Italy & Partner Events
a. Little Italy Mercato / Brijet Myers Every Sat. & Wed. 

b. Little Italy State of the Neighborhood / Nick Angulo Wrap-Up 

c. Bella Vita Fest / Curt Brooker Sat. & Sun.,  

     10/19 & 20 

d. Trick-or-Treat on India Street / Nick Sun., 10/27 

e. Fleet Week Concert (Navy & Marine Bands) / Nick Sun. & Mon., 11/3 & 4 

f. Little Italy Tree Lighting & Christmas Village / Nick Sat., 12/7 

5. New Events, Promotions, Fundraising & Councils
a. Olive Public Relations / Sydney Costales & Cree Jones

b. Little Italy Merchandise / Chris

c. Little Italy Tours x So Diego / Chris

6. Streetscape Improvements & Venues
a. Little Italy Venues / Curt

i. Female Maker’s Market – Annual Contract

ii. Stella Artois Activation Wrap-Up 

7. Old Business
It is the practice of the LIA to formally request that an item under Old Business be pulled from the agenda and

placed on a future Agenda for Discussion and/or Action.

a. Capital Outdoor Kiosks

8. Next Meeting: Friday, November 15, 2024 at 9:00am Action Item
Little Italy Association Office – Conference Room 

9. Adjournment Action Item 

BROWN ACT. Government Code 54950 (The Brown Act) requires that a brief description of each item to be 
transacted or discussed be posted at least 72-hours prior to a regular meeting.  The Corporation posts all Board 
and Committee agendas at 2210 Columbia Street, San Diego, CA 92101 and on the LIA website.  Action may not be 

P. 3-6

P. 7-9

P. 10-20

P. 21-24

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89745309384?pwd=22KaxncaxFBXgIJKdijwleM3XIEDGG.1


       

taken on items not identified as such and posted on the agenda.  Meeting facilities may be accessible to persons 
with disabilities.  If you require special assistance to participate in the meeting, notify Chris Gomez at 619-233-3898 
or via email at chris@littleitalysd.com at least 48-hours prior to the meeting.  VIRTUAL MEETING PARTICIPATION. 
Under current guidance by the State of California, meetings can be supported with a virtual option, but the 
participants attending virtually are only permitted to provide comments regarding items agendized and do not 
count towards Committee quorum or are allowed to vote. 
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Little Italy Association of San Diego – DI&P Committee 

Friday, September 20, 2024 at 9:00am  
Little Italy Association Office – Conference Room (2210 Columbia Street) or via 

Zoom (For Non-Voting Members): https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89745309384 
or call 1-669-900-6833 / Meeting ID: 897 4530 9384 / Password: 3898 

 
Present  Steve Galasso, Lou Palestini, David Rodger, Perry Meyer, Audrey Hermes, Curt 

Brooker, Kathi Meyer 

 

Virtual  Jeri Keiller 

 

Staff Christopher Gomez, Nick Angulo, Dianne T. Serna, Sydney Costales 

   

MINUTES: 

Item Discussion Action Taken? 

1. Introductions / 
 Perry Meyer, Chair 

The meeting was called to order at 09:00 
a.m. by Christopher Gomez.  

No action taken 
 

2. Non-Agenda:  
    Public Comment &  
    Announcements 

2. Lou Palestini shared that the UIAA 
American Italian Heritage event will take 
place on October 19, 2024.  
 
Chris shared that Terra Lawson-Remer’s 
office would like to present a proclamation 
for Italian Heritage Month on October 1, 
2024.    

2. No action taken 

3. Review of   
    August 9, 2024,   
    Minutes 

3. The minutes from August 9, 2024, DI&P 
meeting were reviewed. 
 
David Rodger pointed out a spelling error on 
page 5 of the packet.  
  

3. David Rodger 
moved to approve the 
minutes with the 
corrected spelling of 
his name. Steve 
Galasso seconded the 
motion. Catt Fields 
White abstained. 
Motion passes.  

4. Confirmed Events  
 

a. Little Italy  

 
 
4.a. Catt Fields White gave an update on the 

 
 
4.a. No action taken 
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Mercato & 
Wednesday 
Market / Brijet 
Myers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. San Diego 
Padres Italian 
Heritage Night/ 
Chris 

 

 

c. Punches in 
Little Italy/ 
David Ridger 

 
 
 
 

d. Little Italy State 
of the 
Neighborhood  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e. Italian Heritage 
Concert 
Series/ Curt 
Brooker 

 
f. Bella Vita Fest 

 
 

Little Italy Mercato and Wednesday Market.  
  
Catt reported that last month was their 
highest profit month.  
 
Catt stated that the Wednesday market is at 
full capacity.  
 
Mercato will have vendor booths at TOTUS 
this year.  
 
Vendor booths are almost full for Christmas 
Village.  
 
4.b. Chris reported that the San Diego Italian 
Heritage Night is wrapping up and he is 
waiting on numbers from the Padres.  
 
$3.00 from each ticket sold will be split with 
half going to LIA, then the remaining half 
being split between Convivio & ICC.  
 
4.c. David Rodger thanked the Association 
for all their support with the Punches in 
Little Italy event.  
 
David stated that they will have a recap 
meeting next Tuesday.  
 
4.d. Nick Angulo reported that the State of 
the Neighborhood event will take place on 
Thursday, September 26, 2024, from 5:30-
9:00pm. 
 
Nick reported that underground parking will 
be available for $10.00.  
 
There will be 5 Raffle Prizes. 
 
As of this morning, 193 tickets have been 
sold out of 300.   
 
4.e. Curt Brooker reported that this event 
has been cancelled.  
 
 
 
4.f. Curt reported on the Bella Vita Fest.  
The event will take place on October 19th 
and 20th. This will be a free event 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.b. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.c. No action taken 

 
 
 
 
 
4.d. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.e. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
4.f. No action taken 
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g. Trick-or-Treat 
on India Street 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

h. Fleet Week 
Concert (Navy 
& Marine 
Bands)/ Nick 

 

 

i. Little Italy tree 
Lighting & 
Christmas 
Village/ Nick 
 

 

highlighting Chalk Art.  
 
The Wine bar will be ticketed. 
 
4.g. Nick reported on TOTUS.  
 
This event will take place on Sunday, 
October 27, 2024.  
 
LIA will not be handing out candy this year, 
to allow guests to walk about the district 
and collect candy from other businesses.   
 
Mercato will have Fall Booths at the event.  
 
India street will be closed from Cedar to 
Grape.  
 
4.h. Nick reported that the Navy & Marine 
Band reached out asking to perform at 
Piazza della Famiglia for Fleet Week on 
November 3rd & 4th, 2024.  
 
Nick is still finalizing logistics.  
 
4.i. Nick reported that the Tree Lighting & 
Christmas Village will take place on 
December 7, 2024.  
 
Nick reported that the Marine Band will be 
the headliner for the event.  

 
 
 
 
4.g. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.h. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.i. No action taken 
 
 
 

5. New Events,   
    Promotions,  
    Fundraising &  
    Councils 
 

a. Olive Public  
         Relations/   
         Sydney  

          Costales & 
Cree Jones 

 
b. Fall Display 

Sponsorship/ 
Chris 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
5.a.  Sydney Costales gave a PR and Social 
Media update 
 
 
 
 
5.b. Chris shared the Fall Display 
Sponsorship on page 12.  
 
Chris stated that Landscaping will be using 
the planters for the Fall Displays instead of 
the wooden barrels.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
5.a. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
 
5.b. No action taken 
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c. Little Italy 
Merchandise/ 
Chris 

 
 

d. Little Italy 
Tours x So 
Diego/ Chris 

5.c. Chris reported that Little Italy 
Merchandise is being produced and samples 
will be available at State of the 
Neighborhood. 
 
5.d. Chris reported that So Diego will go live 
with Tours October 1, 2024.  

5.c. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
5.d. No action taken 

6. Streetscape 
Improvements & 
Venues  

 
a. Little Italy 

Venues/ Curt 
 
i.  Females 

Maker’s Market-
Annual 
Contract  

 
 
 

ii. Stella Artois    
         Activation &   
         Banner  
         Installation  

 
 
 
 
6.a. Curt gave an update on Little Italy 
Venues.  
 
6.i. Curt reported on the Female Maker’s 
Market, one-year contract.  
 
Curt reported that the Female Maker’s 
Market presented rates for 2025. Curt 
countered those rates, and they accepted.  
 
6.ii. Curt reported that Stella Artois will be 
activating Piazza della Famiglia on 
September 20, 2024. 
 
Curt reported that the Big Red Chair has 
been repainted by Stella.  

 
 
 
 
6. No action taken 
 
 
6.i. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.ii. No action taken 

7. Old Business  7. Nothing to report.  7. No action taken 

8. Adjournment  8. Meeting Adjourned  8. Perry Meyer moved 
to adjourn the 
meeting. Steve    

9. Next Meeting 
 

9. The next DI&P Meeting will take place on 
Friday, October 18, 2024, at 9:00am 
Little Italy Association Office-Conference 
Room  

9. No action taken 

 
Minutes taken by: Dianne T. Serna, Staff. 
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PRODUCED BY ARTWALK SAN DIEGO

Live chalk art from 30+ expert artists
Italian-themed live entertainment and merchants

Viccolo del Vino: Wine tasting from 20+ Italian winemakers

FREE TO ATTEND   |  523 W DATE ST.

OCTOBER 19 - 20, 2024
SATURDAY 11AM - 6PM   |  SUNDAY 11AM - 5PM

DETAILS AT   BEllAViTAFEsT.COm 

Celebrate Italian Heritage Month in the heart of Little Italy!7



2210 Columbia St. 
619.615.1090 

info@artwalksandiego.org 
www.bellavitafest.com 

 
October 2024  
 
 
Dear Little Italy Neighbors, 
 
We are excited to announce the second annual Bella Vita Fest, happening on October 19th & 20th, 2024! The 
event brings live chalk art back to the streets of Little Italy with over 30 chalk artists as well as Italian wineries, 
merchants, and food vendors for an immersive Italian experience. 

Please be advised that India Street from Cedar to Grape and Fir Street from Kettner to Columbia will be closed 
starting Saturday morning at 2:00am. Streets will be fully reopened Sunday night by 11:59pm.  

Please see the 2024 event overview map on the next page. 

 

BUSINESSES LOCATED WITHIN THE EVENT FOOTPRINT: 
If you have deliveries or pick-ups on Saturday and Sunday mornings, it will be imperative that you make these 
arrangements as early as possible. India Street closes to event traffic at 9am, and artists will be loading into their 
booths beginning at 6am, so your delivery/pick up people will need to allow extra time.  
 
We are aware that some of the waste management companies have told businesses that they cannot get into 
the venue when they see the street closures, but this is not correct. If necessary, we will personally meet the 
garbage truck and walk them through the venue to your dumpster. Please give them our phone number in case 
they are questioning the ability to drive in: 
 
Jacob: 805.345.0860 
Curt:  619.972.1115 
 
Deliveries and trash pick-up can occur before 9am on Saturday and Sunday mornings.   
 
Thank you for your flexibility and understanding as we strive to bring quality events and many new visitors to 
Little Italy. Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns. 

 
Thank you,   
 
Curt Brooker Jacob Rocha Hannah Reynolds Steph Gittins 
Owner/Director Dir. Business Operations Operations Manager Partnerships Manager 
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BELLA VITA FOOTPRINT
CLOSURE: 10/19 @ 2AM
REOPEN: 10/20 @ 11:59PM

MERCATO  FOOTPRINT
SATURDAY CLOSURE ONLY 
(SEPARATE PERMITTED EVENT)

FENCING (WINE ALLEY ONLY)

HARD STREET CLOSURE

ADA PARKING

10’x10’  VENDOR BOOTHS (34) 

8’x8’ CHALK SQUARES (45) 

10’x10‘  WINERY BOOTHS (22) 

LEGEND

BELLA VITA FEST 2024
EVENT OVERVIEW

Saturday, 10/19 | 11AM - 6PM
Sunday, 10/20 | 11AM - 5PM
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Company (If Applicable): _________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________     Email: __________________________________________

I hereby agree to sponsor the above event and level I have selected on behalf of 
myself/business.

Signature: ________________________________________________________

ONCE COMPLETE

Remit form and payment to: Little Italy Association of San Diego
Mail to: 2210 Columbia Street, San Diego, CA 92101
Email to: Events@LittleItalySD.com

The Little Italy Association of San Diego (LIA) is a 501(c)(3) Corporation.  Any 
contributions made to LIA, are considered tax-deductible.  Please consult with your 
financial advisor for more details.  Federal Tax ID #33-0752255. 

Little Italy San Diego
2024 Sponsorship Agreement Form

Please select event and level that you would like to sponsor.

FLAGSHIP EVENTS
Check one of the options below.

 Trick-or-Treat on India Street (10/27)
 Little Italy Tree Lighting & Christmas 

Village (12/7)

FLAGSHIP SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
Check one of the options below.

 Legacy Partner / $25,000
 Premier Partner + “Presented by” on All 

Collateral.

 Premier Partner / $15,000
 Select Partner + Zone/Area Naming 

Rights.

 Select Partner / $7,500
 Community Partner + Activation Space.

 Exhibitor / $3,000
 Community Partner + 10x10 Booth 

Space.

 Community Partner / $1,500
 Hyperlink Logo on Website + Logo on 

Printed Collateral (Event Day).

ANCILLARY EVENTS
Check one of the options below.

 Taste of Little Italy (6/18 & 19)
 Marine Band Summer Concert (7/27)
 Casino di Piazza (8/23)
 Italian Heritage Concert Series (TBD)

ANCILLARY SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
Check one of the options below.

 Legacy Partner / $10,000
 Premier Partner + “Presented by” on All 

Collateral.

 Premier Partner / $7,500
 Select Partner + Zone/Area Naming 

Rights.

 Select Partner / $5,000
 Community Partner + Activation Space.

 Exhibitor / $3,000
 Community Partner + 10x10 Booth 

Space.

 Community Partner / $1,000
 Hyperlink Logo on Website + Logo on 

Printed Collateral (Event Day).
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LIA DI&P Meeting
PR and Social Report

Friday, October 18, 2024

PITCHING
Recap

● Trick-or-Treat on India Street (short leads)
● Little Italy Tree Lighting (Long Leads)
● State of the Neighborhood
● Launch of So Diego x Little Italy Tours

Upcoming Focus
● Fleet Week Concert Series
● Small Business Season
● Little Italy Tree Lighting

WRITING
Recap

● San Diego Downtown News October
● Small Business Season (short leads)
● Launch of So Diego x Little Italy Tours

Upcoming
● San Diego Downtown News November
● Tree Lighting & Christmas Village (short leads)

Fleet Week Concert Series
SECURED OPPORTUNITY

● 10/7 secured opportunity with NBC 7
○ Scheduled interview for 10/28

● 10/3 secured opportunity with There San Diego
○ Will include in upcoming article

SECURED INTEREST
● 10/10 secured interest with FOX 5

○ Would like to schedule segment with a band
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Small Business Season x Little Italy Tours
SECURED COVERAGE

● 10/2 secured online coverage on There San Diego
○ Article highlighted new Little Italy Tours

● 9/26 secured online coverage on Times of San Diego
○ Article highlighted new Little Italy Tours

■ Syndicated on Pressbee

State of The Neighborhood
SECURED COVERAGE

● 9/26 secured newsletter coverage on There San Diego
○ Newsletter featured information about the State of the Neighborhood address

● 9/26 secured broadcast coverage on NBC 7
○ Segment featured information about the State of the Neighborhood address

■ NBC 7 (News at 5:00am)
● 9/20 secured online coverage on There San Diego

○ Article shared details of State of the Neighborhood
● 9/19 secured online and print coverage on San Diego Union-Tribune

○ Article mentioned State of the Neighborhood in a roundup of local events

Trick or Treat on India Street
SECURED COVERAGE

● 10/10 secured online and newsletter coverage in LaJolla.com
○ Article mentioned Trick or Treat on India Street in a roundup of Halloween events

● 10/10 secured online coverage in SanDiego.com
○ Article mentioned Trick or Treat on India Street in a roundup of Halloween events

● 10/10 secured online coverage on Telemundo
○ Article mentioned Trick or Treat on India Street in a roundup of Halloween events

● 10/10 secured online coverage in the San Diego Union-Tribune
○ Article mentioned Trick or Treat on India Street in a roundup of Halloween events

● 10/1 secured online coverage on Locale
○ Article mentioned Trick or Treat on India Street in a roundup of Halloween events

● 9/30 secured online coverage on San Diego Tourism Authority
○ Article featured Trick-or-Treat on India Street in a roundup of October events

● 9/30 secured print coverage on San Diego Family Magazine
○ October Calendar featured Trick-or-Treat on India Street

● 9/30 secured online and newsletter coverage on San Diego Sun
○ Article featured Trick-or-Treat on India Street in their October event roundup

● 9/24 secured newsletter coverage on DoSD
○ Newsletter mentioned Trick-or-Treat on India Street in a roundup of upcoming events in

San Diego
● 9/17 secured online coverage on San Diego Event Blog

○ Article mentioned Trick-or-Treat on India Street in a roundup of October events in San
Diego

● 9/10 secured online coverage on SanDiego.com
○ Article mentioned Trick-or-Treat on India Street in a roundup of fall events in San Diego

SECURED OPPORTUNITY
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● 10/7 secured opportunity with NBC7
○ Scheduled interview for 10/24

● 10/7 secured opportunity with KUSI
○ Scheduled interview for 10/24

● 9/30 secured opportunity with FOX 5
○ Segment scheduled for 10/23

SECURED INTEREST
● 10/8 secured interest with Univision

○ Would like a flyer to post on social
● 10/1 secured interest with Rancho Santa Fe Review

○ Flagged for upcoming article

Other
SECURED COVERAGE

● 10/4 secured online and print coverage on San Diego Downtown News
○ Contributed article featured things to do this fall in Little Italy

Social Media
Highlights / Recap

● Gained 1,295 total new followers (616 net)
● Earned 615K impressions (7% increase)
● Garnered 6.4K engagements (55% increase)
● Promoted State of the Neighborhood
● Promoting Fleet Week Concert Series
● Promoting Trick-or-Treat on India Street - FB event page has 1900+ responses
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