
L I T T L E   I T A L Y   A S S O C I A T I O N   O F   S A N   D I E G O 

2210 Columbia Street  San Diego, CA 92101 Phone: 619-233-3898  Fax: 619-233-4866 
Email: mail@littleitalysd.com  Website: www.littleitalysd.com 

Facebook / Twitter / Instagram / Linkedin: LittleItalySD  #LittleItalySD 

Little Italy Association of San Diego – DISI Committee 
Friday, April 8, 2022 at 9:00am  

Zoom Virtual Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83003333549  
or call 1-669-900-6833 / Meeting ID: 830 0333 3549 / Password: 3898 

1. Zoom Meeting Protocol & Introductions / Perry Meyer, Chair
All participants will be put on mute during the topic presentation and then the moderator will unmute the
microphones to take comments/feedback.  Please keep comments directed to the topic being discussed.

2. Continuing Virtual Meetings Pursuant to AB 361   Action Item 
Find and determine that a state of emergency remains in effect at the state level, and that as a result of the

emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.

3. Non-Agenda: Public Comment & Announcements

4. Approval of March 4, 2022 Minutes Action Item 

5. Confirmed Events
a. Little Italy Mercato & Wednesday Market Every Sat. & Wed. 

b. RemedyRX Red Cross Blood Drive Sat., 4/16 

c. Mission Federal ArtWalk Sat. & Sun.,  

 4/30 & 5/1 

6. New Events, Promotions, Fundraising & Councils
a. Olive Creative Strategies

i. Coverage Recap

b. iSwirl Technologies Presentation & Proposal Action Item 
c. LittleItalySD Trademark - $750 Action Item 

7. Streetscape Improvements & Venues
a. Little Italy Venues

b. Piazza Giannini Bronze Work – Update

c. Ben Hur Advertising – Update

8. Chief Executive Administrator Report

9. Other

10. Old Business
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83003333549?pwd=ai84UFFMQndBMDQ0ejQwck5Ma3VzQT09


       

It is the practice of the LIA to formally request that an item under Old Business be pulled from the Agenda and 

placed on a future Agenda for Discussion and/or Action. 

a. San Diego Hospitality Associates Tours 

b. FuseEvents Proposal: Italian Heritage Concert Series  

c. Public Art Task Force 

d. Donor Opportunities Guide 

e. Piazzas & Quasi-Public/Public Spaces 

f. Little Italy Restaurant, Retail & Hotel Councils 

g. Little Italy State of the Neighborhood 

h. Little Italy Casino Night Task Force  

 
11. Adjournment        Action Item 

 
12. Next Meeting: First Friday of the Month at 9:00am via Zoom 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83003333549  
or call 1-669-900-6833 / Meeting ID: 830 0333 3549 
Password: 3898 

 
 

BROWN ACT. Government Code 54950 (The Brown Act) requires that a brief description of each item to be 
transacted or discussed be posted at least 72-hours prior to a regular meeting.  The Corporation posts all Board 
and Committee agendas at 2210 Columbia Street, San Diego, CA 92101 and on the LIA website.  Action may not be 
taken on items not identified as such and posted on the agenda.  Meeting facilities may be accessible to persons 
with disabilities.  If you require special assistance to participate in the meeting, notify Chris Gomez at 619-233-3898 
or via email at chris@littleitalysd.com at least 48-hours prior to the meeting.  VIRTUAL MEETING / COVID-19.  Due 
to precautions associated with COVID-19 and following current state law (AB 361) regarding the Brown Act, all LIA 
Board and Committee meetings, until further notice, will be held by teleconference only. Members of the public 
can listen and participate in meetings over the phone and through the internet. 
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AB 361 Overview 
9/30/2021 

{Client Files/4957/1/MI/S0661526.DOCX}  

On September 16, 2021, AB 361 was adopted on an urgency basis (AB 361, section 9) meaning it 
has immediate effect.  Shortly thereafter, Governor Newsome issued an executive order delaying 
implementation until October 1.  After October 1 and through January 1, 2024 (when the bill 
sunsets), bodies subject to the Brown Act can continue to meet electronically (without the need 
to allow the pubic to participate from a physical location) after making specific findings and subject 
to added requirements.   
 
Findings 
 
A body subject to the Brown Act may continue to meet virtually when: 
 

1) it is meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency AND  
2) either: state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social 

distancing OR the body is meeting to determine or has determined by majority vote, whether as 
a result of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety 
of attendees. 
 
Thereafter, at least every 30 days the body must make the following findings by majority vote: 

(A) The legislative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of emergency. 
(B) Any of the following circumstances exist: 

(i) The state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the members 
to meet safely in person. 
(ii) State or local officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote 
social distancing 

  
Additional Requirements  
 
In addition to requirements established under the Governor’s Executive Orders, public entities 
that continue to meet virtually must also:    
 

• Allow real-time public comment; may not require public comments to be submitted in 
advance.   

• Allow people to register (get in line) to give public comment during the entire public 
comment period for a given item. 

• Suspend any action in the event of a service interruption.  If there is a disruption (within 
the agency’s control) that prevents broadcast of the meeting or prevents the public from 
providing comments, the body may not take actions until service is restored or those 
actions may be challenged. 
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Little Italy Association of San Diego – DISI Committee 
Friday, March 4, 2022, at 9:00am 

Zoom Virtual Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83003333549 
Or call 1-669-900-6833/ Meeting ID: 830 0333 3549/Password: 3898 

 
Present Danny Moceri, Davis Newton, Steve Galasso, Lou Palestini, Curt Brooker, Susan 

Ranft, Perry Meyer, Kathi Meyer, Joe Cordileone, Annette Casemero, Tanya   

Myers, Alice Vilafania 

 

Staff Christopher Gomez, Dianne Serna De Leon, Larisa Medina, Alicia Douglas, 

Cree Jones, Dominic Li Mandri   

 

MINUTES 
 

Item Discussion Action Taken? 

1. Zoom Meeting 
Protocol  
    & Introductions/Perry  
    Meyer, Chair  

The meeting was called to order at 
09:00 a.m. Chris Gomez went over the 
Zoom Meeting Protocol.  

No action taken 
 

2. Continuing Virtual  
    Meetings Pursuant to 
AB 361 

2. Chris stated that the Board and 
Committee need to ratify a vote during 
each meeting that states that we will 
continue to meet via Zoom until The 
Board and Committee are comfortable 
with resuming in-person meetings. 

2. Kathi Meyer moved 
to accept the vote to 
continue meeting via 
Zoom. Danny Moceri 
seconded the 
motion. Unanimously 
approved. 

3. Non-Agenda: Public   
    Comment &   
    Announcements 

3. Chris reported that he lights on 
India, Kettner, Cedar and Date have 
been changed to blue and yellow in 
support of Ukraine. We will also be 
putting out street spanning flags.  

3. No action taken 
 

4. Approval of February 
4, 2022, minutes.  

The minutes from February 4, 2022, 
were reviewed.  

4. Steve Galasso 
moved to accept the 
Minutes. Perry Meyer 
seconded the 
motion. Unanimously 
approved.   
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5. Confirmed Events  
 
     a. Little Italy Mercato 
& Wednesday Market 
 
     b. San Diego Stickball  
          Tournament 
 
 
 
 
   c.   Remedy Rx Red 
Cross Blood Drive 
 
 
 
   d. Mission Federal   
       ArtWalk 
 
 
 
  e.  Marine Band San 
Diego Summer Concert  
 
 
 
  f.  First Responder’s “It’s   
      Sauce, Not Gravy”  
       Marinara Cook-Off 

 
 
5.a. Alicia Douglas gave an update on 
the Little Italy Mercato.  
 
5.b. Chris reported that there were 
some minor issues with traffic control 
during the Stickball Tournament. These 
issues will be addressed before the 
next tournament in September.  
 
5.c. Chris reported that the Remedy Rx 
Blood Drive will take place on 
Saturday, April 16, 2022. They are 
hoping to exceed their goal of 18 units.  
 
5.d. Curt Brooker reported that Mission 
Federal ArtWalk will take place on April 
30 -May 1, 2022. Street close dates and 
times are on page 34.  
 
5.e. Chris reported that Steve Galasso 
was able to secure $2,500 from US 
Bank to underwrite the Marine Band 
Summer Concert.  
 
5.f. Chris reported that the First 
Responder’s will not have their cook-
off this year due to the pandemic.    

 
 
5.a. No action taken 
 
 
5.b. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
 
5.c. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
5.d. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
5.e. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
5.f. No action taken 
 

 6. New Events,   
     Promotions, 
Fundraising & Councils 
 
   a. Olive Creative  
       Strategies 
        
      i. Coverage recap  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   b. Fuse Events 
Proposal: Italian Heritage 
Concert Series 
 
 

 
 
 
 
6.a. Larisa Medina gave an update on 
Olive Creative Strategies.  
 
6.i. Cree Jones gave a coverage recap 
on social medica coverage.  
 
March is Woman’s History Month. Chris 
thanked all the women who serve on 
the Board as well as all the women-
owned businesses, for all they do.  
 
6.b. Curt shared the Fuse proposal for 
Italian Heritage Concert Series. It will 
be a ticketed event on Sunday 
evenings in October.  
 

 
 
 
 
6.a. No action taken 
 
 
6.i. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.b. No action taken 
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  c. Ben Hur Advertising 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  d. iSwirl Technologies   
      Proposal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  e. The Great San Diego    
      Scavenger Hunt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  f. San Diego Police & 
Fire Fees for Special 
Events Increase 

6.c. Chris reported that Capitol 
Outdoor would like to pay LIA $12,000 
annually for facilitation and allowance 
to install an advertising sign over the 
Ben Hur painting on the side of 800 
West Ivy Street building. 
 
Steve Galasso asked to table this 
request until the building owner has 
been made aware.  
 
6.d. Chris shared information about the 
iSwirl point system. It’s a business 
endorsement program where 25% of 
the revenues will go to the Association.   
 
Steve Galasso asked for more 
information before proceeding.  
 
6.e. Chris shared information about the 
Great San Diego Scavenger Hunt on 
pages 30 -33. The event will take place 
on May 21, 2022, from 8:00m-6:00pm, 
highlighting the Business Districts. 
They would like LIA to participate.  
 
 
6.f. Chris gave an update on SD Police 
and Fire fees for special events. The 
increases have been delayed over a 4-
year period, rather than 3 years. 
However, traffic control and event 
officers are increasing about 75%. 

6.c. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.d. No action taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.e. Davis Newton 
moved to approve 
LIA’s participation in 
the event. Steve 
Galasso seconded the 
motion. Unanimously 
approved. 
 
6.f. No action taken 

7. Streetscape  
    Improvements & 
Venues 
   
    a. Little Italy Venues    
 
 
    b. San Diego 
Hospitality Associates 
Tours 

 
 
 
 
7.a. Curt gave an update on Little Italy 
Venues.  
 
7.b. Chris reported that Anthony Davi 
from San Diego Hospitality Associates 
Tours will begin tours in April 2022. 

 
 
 
 
7.a. No action taken 
 
 
7.b. No action taken 
 
 

8.Chief Executive 
Administrator Report 

8. Nothing to report 8. No action taken 
 

9. Other 
 

9. Chris announced that the Trusted 
Housesitters shade structure was 
installed at the dog park and the 

9. No action taken 
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remaining funds will be used to 
complete the electrical.  

10. Old Business 10. Davis Newton asked to combine 
the Vici and LIA Casino Night. 

10. No action taken 
 

11. Adjournment  
 

11. Meeting Adjourned. 
 

11. Danny Moved to 
adjourn the meeting 
Annette Casemero 
seconded the 
motion. Unanimously 
approved. 

12. Next Meeting 
 

12.The Next Meeting will be on Friday, 
April 8, 2022, Friday of the month at 
9:00 a.m., via Zoom. 

12. No action taken 
 

 
Minutes taken by: Dianne T. Serna De Leόn, Staff. 
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MISSION FED ARTWALK 2022
STREET CLOSURE MAP & SCHEDULE

Saturday, April 30: 11am - 6pm
Sunday, May 1: 10am - 5pm

 STREET CLOSURE DATES & TIMES

Thurs. 4/28 @ 7am - Mon. 5/2 @ 11am:
W. Fir from Kettner to India
W. Date from Columbia to State
W. Cedar from Kettner to India
W. Beech from Kettner to Columbia

Fri. 4/29 @ 7am - Mon. 5/2 @ 3pm:
W. Cedar from India to Columbia

Fri. 4/29 @ 7am - Sun. 5/1 @ 11:59pm:
W. Fir from India to Columbia
W. Date from Kettner to India
W. Date from State to Union
W. Cedar from Columbia to State
W. Beech from Columbia to State

Fri. 4/29 @ 9pm - Sun. 5/1 @ 11:59pm:
India St. from W. Grape to W. Ash
Fir St. from Columbia to State

Sat. 4/30 from 5:30am - 4:00pm
W. Beech from State to Front
W. Cedar from State to Front

LITTLE ITALY MERCATO (SEPARATE EVENT)

LEGEND

ArtWalk Booths

Driveway Access
(One-way Street)

Driveway Access
(Two-way Street)

Handicap Parking
Only

Hard Street Closure

Public Parking

Rideshare Pickup/
Drop-O�
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LIA DISI Meeting
PR Agenda

Friday, April 8, 2022

PITCHING
Recap

● RemedyRX Blood Drive (Short Leads)
● Taste of Little Italy (Long Leads)
● Female-owned Business Roundup (Short Leads)

Current/Upcoming Focus
● Celebrating Easter in Little Italy
● Summer Events Roundup - Summer ArtWalk Series, Marine Band Summer Concert, Italian Film

Festival (Long Leads)
● RemedyRX Blood Drive (Short Leads)
● Taste of Little Italy (Long Leads)
● Celebrating Mother’s Day in Little Italy (Short Leads)

BLOGS
Current

● Celebrating Women’s History Month in Little Italy

Upcoming
● Little Italy Neighborhood Blood Drive & Mission Fed ArtWalk

WRITING
Recap

● Celebrating Easter in Little Italy
● Summer Events Roundup (Long Lead)
● March Blog #1 | Celebrating Women’s History Month in Little Italy
● San Diego Downtown News April | Little Italy Neighborhood Blood Drive & Mission Fed ArtWalk

Upcoming
● Celebrating Mother’s Day in Little Italy
● Top 10 Things to do in Little Italy This Summer (National)
● April Blog #1 | Little Italy Neighborhood Blood Drive & Mission Fed ArtWalk
● San Diego Downtown News May | Mother’s Day in Little Italy

Little Italy Neighborhood Blood Drive
SECURED COVERAGE
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● 3/14 secured online coverage in Patch San Diego
○ Article included details regarding the blood drive and where donors can sign up ahead of

time
● 3/14 secured online coverage in THERE San Diego

○ Article included details regarding the blood drive and where donors can sign up ahead of
time

SECURED INTEREST
● Presidio Sentinel

○ Secured inclusion in the April issue of Presidio Sentinel

Female-Owned Business Roundup Short Leads
● 3/4 secured online coverage in News Break

○ Article included roundup of female-owned businesses to support in Little Italy during
Women's History Month

● 3/4 secured online coverage in THERE San Diego
○ Article included roundup of female-owned businesses to support in Little Italy during

Women's History Month
● 3/4 secured online coverage in San Diego Downtown News

○ Chris Gomez' article included female-owned businesses to support during Women's
History Month

● 3/4 secured print coverage in San Diego Downtown News
○ Chris Gomez' article included female-owned businesses to support during Women's

History Month

Valentine’s Day in Little Italy (Short Leads)
SECURED COVERAGE

● 2/31 secured broadcast coverage in KSDY-TV
o Secured Valentine’s Day themed segment targeting South Bay/Baja California audience

for a staycation in Little Italy. Segment included interviews with Davanti Enoteca, Holy
Paleta and Hotel Republic regarding how the month of love can be celebrated in Little
Italy all month long

● 2/30 secured broadcast coverage in KSDY-TV
o Secured Valentine’s Day themed segment targeting South Bay/Baja California audience

for a staycation in Little Italy. Segment included interviews with Davanti Enoteca, Holy
Paleta and Hotel Republic regarding how the month of love can be celebrated in Little
Italy all month long

● 2/29 secured broadcast coverage in KSDY-TV
o Secured Valentine’s Day themed segment targeting South Bay/Baja California audience

for a staycation in Little Italy. Segment included interviews with Davanti Enoteca, Holy
Paleta and Hotel Republic regarding how the month of love can be celebrated in Little
Italy all month long

● 2/25 secured broadcast coverage in KSDY-TV
o Secured Valentine’s Day themed segment targeting South Bay/Baja California audience

for a staycation in Little Italy. Segment included interviews with Davanti Enoteca, Holy
Paleta and Hotel Republic regarding how the month of love can be celebrated in Little
Italy all month long

● 2/24 secured broadcast coverage in KSDY-TV
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o Secured Valentine’s Day themed segment targeting South Bay/Baja California audience
for a staycation in Little Italy. Segment included interviews with Davanti Enoteca, Holy
Paleta and Hotel Republic regarding how the month of love can be celebrated in Little
Italy all month long

● 2/23 secured broadcast coverage in KSDY-TV
o Secured Valentine’s Day themed segment targeting South Bay/Baja California audience

for a staycation in Little Italy. Segment included interviews with Davanti Enoteca, Holy
Paleta and Hotel Republic regarding how the month of love can be celebrated in Little
Italy all month long

Other
SECURED COVERAGE

● 3/29 secured online coverage in Big AZ Media
o Article included Little Italy as one of the top 10 things to do while traveling to San Diego

● 3/27 secured online coverage in Tiny Beans
o Article included the Little Italy Saturday Mercato as a go-to event for the last weekend of

March
● 3/11 secured print coverage in WHERE Traveler

o Spring issue included Little Italy as one of the top neighborhoods to visit in San Diego

Organic
COVERAGE

● 3/31 online coverage in SFGate
o Article included Little Italy as one of the 7 best neighborhoods in San Diego

● 3/13 online coverage in Money Inc
o Article included Little Italy as a must-visit neighborhood in their list of 20 best things to

do in San Diego
● 3/11 online coverage in ABC 10

o Article included video from police body cam's regarding the eviction gone wrong in
Aqua Vista. This piece was picked up by every local outlet and syndicated nationally
on some websites

● 3/9 online coverage in ABC 10
o Article included footage of a fight that broke out on the freeway close to Little Italy.

This piece was picked up by every local outlet
● 3/8 online coverage in FOX 5

o Article included information regarding the identity of the man that was found dead
on the sidewalk in February. This piece was picked up by every local outlet

● 3/3 broadcast coverage in ABC 10
o Segment included an interview with a local Little Italy resident regarding the eviction

notice gone wrong in Aqua Vista. Resident spoke highly of the neighborhood and
how calm it actually is

● 3/1 online coverage in San Diego Union-Tribune
o Article included the newest announcement on the vendor ordinance and mentioned

Little Italy as one of the neighborhoods that will benefit from this crack down. This
piece was picked up by every local outlet.
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Social Media Statistics: March 2022
Highlights / Recap

● Hotels Reel on IG performed exceptionally well with 27K views & over 1.2K engagements
● Gained over 1.8K new followers across all platforms
● Created Blood Drive Facebook event page
● Completed two influencer giveaways (over 4.2K entries)

Upcoming
● Creating original Reels / TikTok videos

o National Beer Day
o Bocce 101
o Firehouse Museum

Analytics

● Instagram

o Followers: 87,326 (+1,700)

o Impressions: 314K

o Engagements: 7.4K

● Facebook

o Fans: 90,579 (+59)

o Impressions: 1.7M

o Engagements: 26K

● TikTok

o Followers: 110 (+80)

o Likes: 143

● Twitter

o Followers: 8,708 (+20)

o Engagements: 90
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Top Performing Posts:

Instagram

Facebook

Twitter
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