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Downtown Banner Program 
Rules & Restrictions
The Banner Program was created to bring vibrancy, 
culture, and art to Downtown San Luis Obispo. Banners are 
decorative additions to our light posts that promote events 
or exhibitions in Downtown.

Please follow these rules and restrictions:

•	 Content on flags is subject to approval by Downtown SLO.

•	 Banners may not be used for commercial advertising.

•	 All artwork must be in good taste.

•	 No sponsor information or logos may be included on the 
flags.

•	 Installation and removal of banners must be coordinated 
through approved contractor.

•	 Neither the City of SLO nor Downtown SLO are responsible 
for damage or theft of banners while installed.

PEDESTRIAN BANNERS
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Pedestrian Banner Specs
•	 17” wide x 36.5” tall

•	 2.5” pole pocket and seam

•	 0.5” side margins

•	 Include 0.125” bleed around all four edges

•	 3.5” logo height

•	 0.5” margin on all sides of logos

Each banner must include a horizontal lower border 
edge in an approved color (see examples on page 6), the 
Downtown SLO logo (in logo position 1), your organization’s 
logo (in logo position 2), and an image or graphic to fill the 
live area of the flag. The graphic may include text, but we 
recommend keeping the content to 3-5 words in a semi-
heavy weight font with type no shorter than 1.5” in height. 
Type should not be included in pole pocket and seam area, 
indicated in blue.
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Logo Sizing
Each banner must include your organization’s logo. Banners 
in the designated Downtown Zone must also include the 
Downtown SLO logo. The organization logo should be no 
taller than the defined logo height for the selected flag 
style.

Organization logos may need to be scaled to be shorter 
than the maximum height so it does not overpower the 
Downtown SLO logo.
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Appropriate Color Usage
The established color palette was created to provide both 
light and dark color options to complement a wide variety 
of logos, with white and black included as other high 
contrast alternatives. You can also use the same color as 
the live area.

If you are looking to choose another color for your banner 
border, it must be approved by Downtown SLO.

In general, light colored logos should be placed on a dark 
colored border bar and dark colored logos should be set 
on a light colored border bar for highest contrast and 
readability.

If your logo includes a broad spectrum of light and dark 
colors, we recommend using the white border bar.

Reversed (all white) or single-color/black logo versions are 
also acceptable options to achieve more readability
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Examples of Good Layout Execution

An interesting and vibrant image was 
chosen alongside a dark flag block 
color to contrast the brand colors. 
Example of balanced logos of similar 
shape. The bottom block color allows 
for both logos to pop.

Example of a horizontal logo scaled 
to be paired with the Downtown SLO 
logo.

Good contrast with complementary 
color for the bottom block to help 
the organization’s logo stand out, the 
event dates are clear and easy to 
read, a relevant image was included.
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Examples of Poor Layout Execution

The banner border is not an 
approved palette color, the image 
is not relevant to the organization. 
Downtown SLO logo is not included.

Do not make your organization logo 
too small or large compared to the 
Downtown SLO logo. Do not choose a 
bar color that is too close to your logo 
color so that it is not clearly visible.

The palette color chosen makes the 
organization logo hard to read and 
too much content has been included 
in the live area, making it overly busy.


