
 
 

1st Thursday Art Walk 
2026 Program Guide 
 
What is 1st Thursday? 
The 1st Thursday Art Walk began in February 2007 and has since grown significantly in 
popularity and visibility in the community and beyond. 1st Thursday offers locals and visitors the 
opportunity to tour downtown galleries and art venues free of charge, in a relaxed and social 
environment on the first Thursday evening of each month. In addition to the exhibits, 
performances and programs at the various venues, Downtown Santa Barbara Improvement 
Association (DSBIA) enhances the evening’s experience with live performances along State 
Street, giving 1st Thursday-goers added entertainment while strolling between the various 
venues.  
 
Participation Benefits 
As a participant in 1st Thursday, your organization receives many benefits provided and 
coordinated by DSBIA.  These benefits include: 

●​ Monthly Marketing and Advertising 
○​ Your name, address, current event description and featured event photo are 

included in the following publications: 
○​ Event Passports 

■​ Brochure style list of participating venues and descriptions. 
■​ Map of participating venues noted by number for guests to easily locate 

your venue. This map is often included in printed 3rd party advertising to 
promote the event 

■​ Passports are displayed and distributed to more than 50 locations each 
month including hotels, participating venues, and high traffic local 
touchpoints. 

○​ 1st Thursday website (averaging 3,500 page views per month) 
■​ Includes digital Passport as well as a list of participating venues with 

chosen  
●​ Event information is marketed through: 

○​ One or more printed 1st Thursday newspaper advertisements a month. 
■​ Publications may include the Santa Barbara Independent (40,000 

distribution), Voice Magazine (20,000 readers), and The Montecito 
Journal (25,000 distribution).  

○​ A monthly newsletter sent to more than 4,000 Downtown Santa Barbara contacts 
with an average open rate over 50%. 

http://www.downtownsb.org/events/1st-thursday


 
 

○​ a 1st Thursday-specific story/post on the DSBIA Instagram account (50k+ 
followers as of May 2025). 

○​ a 1st Thursday-specific Facebook post (12k+ followers as of July 2024). 
○​ Inclusion in the Downtown Santa Barbara Event Calendar on the DSBIA website 

(averaging 3,500 hits per month). 
○​ Event Calendars (including but not limited to: Visit Santa Barbara, EventBrite, SB 

Independent, Noozhawk, and Edhat amongst others). 
 
Program Administrative Support 

●​ Opportunity to obtain a Special One Day ABC permit* endorsed by DSBIA, to serve 
alcohol during 1st Thursday. 

○​ Downtown Santa Barbara Improvement Association meets all requirements and is qualified by the 
California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC). Venues interested in applying for a 
Special One Day Event Permit must do so through DSBIA and are required to be Responsible 
Beverage Service (RBS) Certified in order to serve alcohol during a 1st Thursday event.  

●​ Event coordination of deadlines, event descriptions and forms by DSBIA staff. 
●​ Production and distribution of all marketing and promotional material by DSBIA staff. 
●​ 1st Thursday Destination signage and monthly passports provided by DSBIA staff. 
●​ Participants’ right to use the current 1st Thursday logo and name in marketing and 

advertising. 
 
Passport Cover Opportunity 

●​ As a 1st Thursday participant, you can purchase the passport cover for an additional 
$300.00. 

●​ Covers are sold on a first come first serve basis. Please email artwalk@downtownsb.org 
for availability. 

 
Wish to advertise on the 1st Thursday Passport? 
Please contact artwalk@downtownsb.org for current advertising opportunities. Advertising 
opportunities vary depending on space and are filled on a first come first serve basis. 
 
Multiple Listings?  
Participation is billed on a per listing basis. If your organization hosts multiple events, contact 
artwalk@downtownsb.org for bulk submissions.  
 
NOTE: 1st Thursday participation is limited to DSBIA members in good standing. Participants 
must be within the District or Associate Members. All dues, fees and assessments must be paid 
in full before a venue may participate.  
 

https://www.downtownsb.org/events/calendar
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Membership Tiers 

 
Annual Membership w/ Beer & Wine: $1,500 

●​ Participation in (12) 1st Thursday events (only $75/event!) 
●​ $50 Beer and Wine ABC application fee included for all 12 events 
●​ Membership valid for (1) year from start date 

 
Annual Membership (permits not included) : $900 

●​ Participation in (12) 1st Thursday events (only $75/event!) 
●​ ABC Application available for purchase a la carte 
●​ Membership valid for (1) year from start date 

 
6-month Membership: $600 

●​ Participation in (6) 1st Thursday events 
●​ ABC Application available for purchase a la carte 
●​ Membership valid for (1) year from start date 

 
3-month Membership: $400 

●​ Participation in (3) 1st Thursday events 
●​ ABC Application available for purchase a la carte 
●​ Membership valid for (1) year from start date 

 
À La Carte 

●​ One Time Participation in 1st Thursday event—> $150 
●​ ABC Daily License* Application to serve alcoholic beverages during a 1st Thursday 

Event 
○​ Beer & Wine only: $50 
○​ General (all liquor): $75 
○​ *RBS Certification required. 


