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On behalf of the Longmont Downtown Development Authority (LDDA), we write to express
our strong support for efforts to advance Front Range Passenger Rail to cities and towns
along Colorado’s Front Range.

Colorado has a unique near-term opportunity to deliver passenger rail service by 2029. The
Front Range Passenger Rail District’s operating plan is vetted and takes a pragmatic
approach—Ileveraging existing Class | freight corridors and long-standing partnerships with
host railroads. This approach allows the project to move forward efficiently without the
need to acquire new rights-of-way or construct entirely new track infrastructure.

For Downtown Longmont, passenger rail represents a transformative investment aligned
with our Plan of Development and 2025-2030 Strategic Action Plan. Both emphasize
strengthening multimodal connectivity, supporting economic vitality, and enhancing
access to downtown as a regional destination. Reliable rail service would directly support
these goals by increasing access for workers, residents, and visitors while reinforcing
downtown as a hub of activity and commerce.

Passenger rail is particularly important to Downtown Longmont given our central position
along the Front Range. Longmont is uniquely situated to serve as a connector between
Metro Denver, Northern Colorado, and Boulder County—making downtown a natural hub
for movement, commerce, and collaboration. With rail access, Downtown Longmont
becomes even more strategically positioned to attract businesses, support workforce
mobility, and unlock new economic development opportunities that benefit the entire
region.

Front Range Passenger Rail will reduce highway congestion, shorten commute times, and
expand travel options by providing safe, efficient, and reliable transportation for workers,
families, students, seniors, and visitors. For Longmont’s downtown businesses, this
means increased foot traffic, stronger regional connections, and expanded market reach.
For residents, it offers a more affordable and convenient alternative to driving—helping
reduce household transportation costs related to fuel, parking, and vehicle ownership.

In addition, expanded passenger rail service supports broader community priorities,
including sustainability, economic resilience, and equitable access. By connecting
Longmont to other Front Range communities, the system will help attract and retain
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workforce, support local entrepreneurship, and strengthen regional collaboration—key
outcomes identified in our strategic plan.

Together, we can build a safer, more affordable, and more connected Colorado. The LDDA
strongly supports continued investment and leadership to bring Front Range Passenger
Rail to fruition and ensure Longmont is part of this critical regional system.

Sincerely,

Chris McGilvray
Board Chair
Longmont Downtown Development Authority



