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Baseline Analysis of Transit 
Demand 
The baseline analysis of transit demand for the North-

South Transit Connectivity report identifies where and 

what type of market exists for transit from H Street NE to 

Buzzard Point / Fort McNair and 5th Street NE to the 

Southwest Waterfront (Washington Channel), as 

illustrated in Figure 1.  

Analyze Demand and 
Development 
The following analyses assess the demand for transit 

connecting Buzzard Point potentially to the Metrorail at 

Navy Yard-Ballpark station, the Waterfront station, the 

Capitol South station, and at Union Station. It will focus 

in on where populations that rely on transit live, as well 

as on which corridors could support higher levels and 

potentially alternative types of transit. The study area 

includes several key destinations and activity centers. 

These include Union Station, the U.S. Capitol, Capitol 

Hill, the Washington Navy Yard, the Ballpark District, 

Buzzard Point, the Capitol Riverfront, and the 

Southwest/Waterfront (including The Wharf), as well as 

numerous parks and other recreational facilities.  

Planned Development 
Transit use is influenced by the built environment. In 

particular, there are certain land uses ï such as retail 

centers, civic buildings, multifamily housing, educational 

institutions, medical facilities, and major employment 

centers ï that tend to generate transit trips at a higher 

rate. Within the North-South study area and in the 

immediate vicinity numerous developments are planned, 

under development, or recent completed. By 2030, 

within the boundaries of the Capitol Riverfront Business 

Investment District (BID), nearly 37 million square feet of 

new residential and commercial space will be 

constructed, including close to 10 million square feet of 

new office space, 22 million square feet of new 

residential space (approximately 22,000 units), and over 

one million square feet of new retail space. Figure 2 

Figure 1: North-South Study Area 
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presents the end of year developments in the Capitol Riverfront BID in 2020.1 

 

Figure 2: 2020 Development Status in the Capitol Riverfront BID 

 

Within the boundaries of the Southwest BID, significant commercial, retail, and residential development 

also is in the pipeline. These development projects range from being fully built to under construction or 

planned. By December 2020, nearly 1.9 million square feet of commercial developments were in the 

pipeline in the boundaries of the Southwest BID. This represents approximately 18 percent of all 

commercial development in the District. In addition, over 5,000 square feet of new multi-family residential 

units are in the pipeline in the Southwest BID as of December 2020, about 10 percent of multifamily 

residential units in the District. Finally, over 260,500 square feet of new retail space was in the pipeline in 

the boundaries of the Southwest BID as of December 2020. The planned and under construction 

developments in the Southwest BID are shown in Figure 3.  

 

 

1 Capitol Riverfront Business Improvement District (2021), A Constant Foundation in a Year of Change 
2020 Annual Report, https://www.capitolriverfront.org/about/resource-library.  

https://www.capitolriverfront.org/about/resource-library


  

 

Page 3  

Figure 3: 2020 Development Status in the Southwest BID 

 

Existing Transit 
The North-South study area is served by numerous Metrorail, Metrobus, and Circulator routes. Metrorailôs 

Red, Green, Blue, Orange, and Silver lines all operate through parts of the study area, serving Union 

Station, Capitol South, Waterfront, and the Navy Yard-Ballpark stations. In addition, Judiciary Square, 

Federal Center SW, and Eastern Market stations are located within approximately a half mile of the North-

South study area boundary. Twenty-one Metrobus routes operate within the study area, including 

Metrobus A9, D6, D8, D51, P6, V1, V4, X1, X2, X8, X9, 30N, 30S, 32, 34, 35, 39, 74, 80, 96, and 97, as 

well as four Circulator routes: Congress Heights-Union Station, Eastern Market-LôEnfant Plaza, 

Georgetown-Union Station, and National Mall. These routes are shown in Figure 4 with Metrobus routes 

symbolized by their route classification type.   
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Figure 5 shows 2019 bus stop level ridership 

(boardings and alightings) for Metrobus and 

Circulator routes on a typical weekday. In general, 

compared to the system as a whole, the Circulator 

and Metrobus stops within the North-South study 

area have lower overall usage than other areas of 

the District, with the exception of the stops around 

Union Station. This is unsurprising given the 

number of connections across various modes that 

can be made at Union Station, including Metrorail, 

Metrobus, the Circulator, regional bus lines, and 

commuter rail routes, as well as Union Stationôs 

proximity to numerous Federal employment sites. 

After the bus stops around Union Station, 

Metrobus and Circulator stops on M Street have 

high use compared to other stops in the study 

area, with the highest usage concentrated at the 

stop at M Street SE/New Jersey Avenue SE. This 

stop is located next to the Navy Yard-Ballpark 

Metrorail station and is within close walking 

distance to the U.S. Department of Transportation 

Headquarters among other destinations.  

Figure 6 presents the weekday AM Peak (6:00 

a.m. ï 9:00 a.m.) Metrorail, Metrobus, and 

Circulator travel flows internal to the M Street and 

the North-South Corridor study areas, based on 

data from the 2019 Trace model. While the map 

displays only the weekday AM peak period, the 

transit travel flows during other times of the day 

are similar. The travel flows are aggregated to bus 

stop cluster zones and only zones that intersect 

with the study areas are included in the analysis. 

During the weekday AM Peak period, the greatest 

number of Metrorail, Metrobus, and Circulator 

passengers travel between Capitol South and 

LôEnfant Plaza; however, a significant number of 

transit passengers also travel between M Street 

the National Mall, and other job centers in 

Northwest DC. Over 2,000 passengers, for 

example, travel between the National Archives 

bus stop cluster zone, near the National Mall to 

the Navy Yard-Ballpark bus stop cluster zone, 

which intersects with the M Street study area, and 

nearly 2,000 transit passengers travel between 

the National Archives bus stop cluster zone and 

the Waterfront bus stop cluster zone. Only a small 

number of transit users travel between M Street 

and Union station, however, the direct North-

South transit connections between the areas are 

limited.   

Figure 4: Metrobus and Circulator Routes  
Operating in the Study Area 
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Figure 6: Transit Travel Flows Figure 5: Metrobus and Circulator Ridership by Stop 




















