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Tabernacle 
Sweet music still rings from the rafters of the onetime church 
 
In 1897, Atlanta was one year away from the fiftieth anniversary of its charter. The Civil War 
was more than three decades in the past. City limits were expanding. The railroads – and the 
commerce they brought - had returned to the area. And, more and more people were coming 
to Georgia’s capitol city to build their futures. Atlanta was looking to the future. 
 

One of those new arrivals to Atlanta was a Baptist preacher by the 
name of Leonard Broughton. Born into poverty in North Carolina, 
Broughton had aspired to be a minister. Initially, though, he went on 
to earn a medical degree and embarked on a career in medicine. 
However, it was not long before Broughton turned his attention back 
to ministry, preaching at churches in North Carolina and Virginia. 
 
In 1897, Leonard Broughton was offered the pulpit at Third Baptist 
Church in Atlanta. He accepted the job on the condition that the 
church relocate from its location on Atlanta’s west side to a more 
central location. Some congregants objected to the move and chose 
to remain, forming their own congregation. The pastor and about 
200 members left to form what became Tabernacle Baptist Church. 
 

The new congregation grew so rapidly that its first structure was soon too small. By the time it 
celebrated its tenth anniversary, Tabernacle Baptist had grown from a few hundred members 
to more than 2,000. It was on the occasion of this anniversary that an Atlanta Constitution 
article noted the construction of a new auditorium for the church. That auditorium, which was 
built on Luckie Street, near what is now Centennial Olympic Park, was an imposing, four-story 
structure, large enough for the still-growing church and some of its later community services. 
 
Dr. Broughton had long held a vision for an “institutional church.” He wanted to expand the 
work of the congregation beyond worship services. 
He had seen being at a church in a big city as a way 
to accomplish that, which is part of what led him to 
Atlanta in the first place. In addition to worship 
services and Sunday School classes, Tabernacle 
Baptist offered a number of services to the 
community. It sponsored what became a major 
annual bible conference. It was home to an 
“employment bureau.” The church also offered 
housing to young men and women in need. 
 
But, what is perhaps the church’s most lasting legacy has ties to Leonard Broughton’s early 
career as a physician. In 1901, Dr. Broughton founded a three-bed medial facility known as 
Tabernacle Infirmary. In 1913, a mere twelve years later, the Infirmary was sold to the Georgia 
Baptist Convention who renamed it Georgia Baptist Hospital. The Infirmary remains today, 
though it is now known as Atlanta Medical Center. 
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Over the years, Dr. Broughton’s success with his Atlanta church brought invitations to go 
elsewhere. He refused them all until, in 1912, he took a position at Christ Church in London, 
England. He eventually returned to the States, though, preaching at various southern churches. 
In 1929, he even returned for a two year stint at Tabernacle Baptist. Dr. Leonard Broughton 

passed away in 1936. 
 
Times changed, and Atlanta changed with them. As the 
twentieth century progressed, more and more people 
took up residence outside of the central downtown 
area. Some downtown churches, like Tabernacle Baptist, 
saw their numbers begin to decrease. By the 1980s, 
after nearly 80 years in their downtown Atlanta 
sanctuary, the congregation of Tabernacle Baptist made 
the decision to leave. Their building sat vacant until the 
1996 Olympics, when it was converted in to a House of 

Blues music club. After the Olympics – and to this day – the onetime Tabernacle Baptist Church 
continues to operate as the performance venue known as The Tabernacle. 
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