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March 2022 Public Safety Report  

We produce this report monthly with highlights about public safety in the Midtown Improvement 
District (MID) – the core of Midtown.  For more information, please go to 
MidtownATL.com/PublicSafety. Questions? Contact us at: Info@MidtownATL.com.            
 

Midtown Improvement District (MID): 2022 Part 1 Crime Summary through Feb 26th, 2022 

Part 1 Crimes in the MID 2021 
Totals 

2022 
Totals 

% 
Change 

 
 
 
Violent Crimes 

 

Homicide 0 0 0% 
Rape / Sexual Assault 0 1 100% 
Robbery - Commercial 0 0 0% 
Robbery - Pedestrian 9 4 -56% 
Robbery - Residential 0 0 0% 
Aggravated Assault 7 11 57% 

     
 Violent Crime 16 16 0% 
 % of Overall Crime 5% 8%  
     
 
 
Property Crimes 

Burglary - Commercial 4 5 25% 
Burglary - Residential 3 5 67% 
Larceny from Vehicle 184 105 -43% 
Larceny - Non-Vehicle 42 19 -55% 
Auto Theft 73 46 -37% 

     

 Non-Violent Property Crimes 306 180 -41% 
 % of Overall Crime 95% 92%  
 

 Total Crimes 322 196 -39% 
 

What We are Seeing: 

• Overall crime this year is down almost 40%. We want to see this trend continue.   
 

• Violent crime remains low with a total of 16 incidents for the first eight weeks.   
 

• 13 of these 16 crimes involved a victim who knew their attacker (domestic, etc) or a fight                    
that escalated. 

 

 

https://www.midtownatl.com/about/public-safety-midtown-blue
https://www.midtownatl.com/about/public-safety-midtown-blue
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• 11 of those 16 crimes occurred between 11PM and 5AM. 
 

o Thus, we have seen only three violent crimes through the first eight weeks in 2022 
that were “stranger-on-stranger” in a district that currently draws close to 50K 
people each day.  

 

• Don’t read too much into large percentage increases/decreases where there are only a 
small number of underlying offenses. For example: 
 

o Pedestrian Robberies down 56% (4 this year versus 9 last year) 
o Sexual Assault up 100% (1 this year up from 0 last year – the APD report indicates 

this incident occurred in a hotel room with individuals who were previously in a 
consensual relationship) 

   
• Non-violent property crime is down 41% year-over-year. 

 
o Auto Theft is down -37% and car break-ins are down -43% YTD. 
o To continue positive momentum in combating these crimes of opportunity, we 

need Midtown motorists to take these simple actions:  
 Remove all items of value from your vehicle (cabin, trunk, glove box, 

etc). In roughly 85% of all larceny from vehicle incidents, victims left 
valuables in plain sight.  

 Never leave firearms unattended in your vehicle.  
 Help us inform others by sharing this updated flyer from our Clean Car 

Campaign. If you would like printed copies, please let us know.   
 Park in legally designated spots, turn your vehicle off, lock your doors 

and take your keys with you. 67% of stolen vehicles in 2021 were left 
unattended by the owners with the engine running or keys in the 
vehicle when they were stolen. 

 
• Why is crime down so much this year? 

 

o APD has directed more resources toward monitoring and following known 
criminals who commit car break-ins and who steal cars, resulting in some key 
arrests. In our experience, a small number of ‘professional criminals’ can lead 
to a large number of incidents, especially with these two types of property 
crimes.   

 
If you missed our End of Year Part 1 Crime comparison (year-end 2021 compared to 2020, 2019 
and 2018) you can find it here (note: updated hyperlink to come).    
 
 

https://ctycms.com/ga-midtown/docs/cleancarcampaign_leaflet_v3.pdf
https://www.midtownatl.com/about/public-safety-midtown-blue
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Important Long-Term Perspective on Crime and Public Safety:  
 
Over the last 30+ years crime has drastically decreased in Atlanta even while the population has 
increased. Violent crime and property crime in the City of Atlanta have both dropped … a lot.   
 

• From 1990-2021, Violent Crime in the City of Atlanta dropped 77%.  
• Property Crime dropped 70%.  
• The city’s population has grown more than 25% during this period.    

 

 
 

Other Things We Are Doing Now. 

• Our Midtown Blue program remains strong with a 2022 budget of $2.4M. Staff includes our 
own Public Safety Officers and seasoned APD officers, in uniform and working off-duty.  
Midtown Blue is patrolling a combined 750 hours each week on top of regular on-duty APD 
patrols.   
 

• We are continuing to meet with employers planning the return for more employees to the 
office to help inform about public safety in Midtown, along with actionable ways individuals 
can contribute to a safer district. Please contact us if you would like to schedule an information 
session for your returning employees. 

 
• We continue to publish current updates and new online resources, including fact sheets, maps 

and reports that offer facts about public safety and ordinances in Midtown. You can access this 
information at MidtownATL.com. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.midtownatl.com/about/public-safety-midtown-blue
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• Homeless Outreach: Midtown Alliance and Intown Collaborative Ministries (ICM) have 
partnered to bring a full-time, dedicated outreach expert to work exclusively in the district and 
engage with unsheltered individuals to connect them with supportive services. The case 
manager has been able to capitalize on relationships already forged between the unhoused 
people and Midtown Blue Public Safety Officers.  
 
Meet Lillian King-Thompson, our ICM Homeless Outreach Expert: 

 

Read more about Lillian, her background and the work she’s doing in Midtown in this February 
write-up on our News Center. 

 

o Some insights on the homeless outreach process:   
 

 This happens over four phases: (1) assess needs, (2) enroll to request housing, (3) 
navigate social services and (4) get placed into housing.  

 

 Typically, it can take nine or more interactions with a homeless individual over 
months to get them to accept services because of the rules and conditions 
attached to those services (eg: curfews at shelters, requirements to take 
medication or discard belongings, agreeing to undergo addiction counseling, and 
other rules).   

 
 
 

https://www.midtownatl.com/about/news-center/post/untangling-homelessness-new-midtown-outreach-expert-arrives-to-help-get-more-people-off-the-streets
https://www.midtownatl.com/about/news-center/post/untangling-homelessness-new-midtown-outreach-expert-arrives-to-help-get-more-people-off-the-streets
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 In the first eight weeks of the year, our ICM outreach expert has enrolled 21 
unhoused individuals who spend the majority of their time in Midtown into 
requests for housing. It should be noted that not all of these people will 
ultimately make it into housing on their first try. Many obstacles can impact their 
progress, from lack of inventory to health setbacks to lack of government 
identification. 

 
 The number of unsheltered individuals in Midtown has gone down over the last 

year. Midtown Blue conducted a point-in-time count in Q4 2021 to identify the 
number of unhoused individuals who stay in the Midtown Improvement District.   
Although not an exact science and a snapshot in time, we counted 49 people 
regularly living outdoors within the district, compared to 74 when we did the 
same count the previous year. During the day, the number increases as faith-
based and nonprofit organizations conduct their food service operations, drawing 
some attendance from people that spend their time other parts of the city. 

 
 

About Midtown Blue:    

Midtown Alliance works every day to ensure that Midtown is safe and enjoyable for 
everyone. Our Midtown Blue Public Safety Program is funded by the Midtown 
Improvement District (MID) and operates 24/7 365 days a year with off-duty Atlanta Police 
Department (APD) officers, our civilian Public Safety Officers, an extensive 150+ camera 
network and 24/7 dispatch. We patrol 750+ hours/week in Midtown on top of the normal 
patrols by on-duty APD. We coordinate closely with APD, MARTA Police, Georgia Tech and 
Emory Police Departments, other public safety partners, property owners, HOAs, residents 
and building security personnel.  

 

About this Report: 

Crime data in the recap above is sourced from APD Part I Crime reports through the end of 
the year 2021 and covers the 1.2 square mile Midtown Improvement District (MID), for 
which the geographic boundaries are explained on this map.  
 
Public-safety questions or concerns? Please contact us at 404-817-0500. Suggestions on 
how we can make this report better or more complete? E-mail us at 
Info@MidtownATL.com.  

https://ctycms.com/ga-midtown/docs/mid_boundary_map.pdf
https://ctycms.com/ga-midtown/docs/mid_boundary_map.pdf

