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What Is TOD?

• TOD is a synergism between land use and transit with 
the following key characteristics:

– Compact Mixture of Uses;

– Pedestrian Friendly and Walkable; and

– Supportive of a Variety of Transit Options.
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TOD Core’s Features

• A vibrant mix of uses 

including: 

– Residential

– Retail

– Office

– Commercial

– Institutional 

• Thoughtfully designed 

community spaces;

• Exciting, pedestrian friendly areas for live, work and 
play.
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Benefits of TOD

• Increase transit ridership and reduce number of 

automobile trips generated; 

• Improve air quality;

• Provide opportunities for neighborhood connections;

• Increase sense of community; and

• Reduce household fuel costs associated with heavy 

auto use.
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Benefits Of TOD (Cont.)

• Promote attractive, safe, walkable mixed-use 

neighborhoods; and

• Increase value and income for property owners.
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Benefits Of TOD (Cont.)

• Expand markets and increase revenues for businesses; 

• Enhance tax revenues for local governments from 

rising land values; 

• Increase 

development and 

business 

transactions in 

areas near transit.
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Who Will Live Near Transit Stations?

• Single householders and couples without 

children (regardless of age) will generate 

nearly two-thirds of the total demand for TOD, 

a disproportionate share given their percentage 

of total households; and

• Households with children will account for only 

about 20 percent of the demand for TOD.
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Real Estate Investment Adjacent to Transit

• Washington DC, $15 billion (since 1976);

• Portland, $3 billion (since the late 1970s);

• Dallas, $1 billion (since 1996);

• St. Louis, $1 billion (since 1993); and

• Charlotte, $400 million (2000-2003).



Maryland’s Existing Transit 

Stations
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Job Capacity in Baltimore
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Job Capacity in MARC Stations
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Job Capacity Utilization at 

WMATA Stations
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Jobs and Job Capacity in MD 

Station Areas
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Unutilized Job Capacity in MD 

Station Areas
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Summary

• Existing employment densities in Maryland's transit 

station areas vary considerably: from over 95 jobs per 

acre on average at stations on the Baltimore Metro line 

to under 30 jobs per acre on average at stations on the 

MARC line. 

• The greatest unutilized job capacity exists in 

Montgomery County (a result more of its high existing 

job densities than of its large amount of undeveloped 

developable land), but the largest amount of 

undeveloped but developable land exists in Prince 

George’s County.
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Summary

• Even if there were no increase in employment 

densities, there exists within Maryland’s 110 

transit station areas enough capacity to 

accommodate approximately 154 percent of all 

anticipated employment growth in the region 

that includes Baltimore City, and Anne Arundel, 

Baltimore, Cecil, Frederick, Harford, Howard, 

Montgomery, and Prince Georges counties and 

24 percent of all anticipated employment in the 

state from now until the year 2030. 
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Conclusions

• Transit station areas create tremendous 

capacity for good things to happen

• Good things include increases in property 

values, livability, environmental 

improvement, and more

• There are good examples of successful 

TODs in Maryland and around the nation.
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But….

• TODs have limited capacity to create market 

potential where markets are weak;

• Even if you build it, and you zone it, they still 

might not come;

• Jobs are often the overlooked element of 

successful TODs;

• MOCO has all the ingredients for successful 

TOD: strong markets, supportive public policy, 

active engagement.
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