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Vibrancy & economic Development
Akron’s downtown Bowery restoration taking shape with new apartments, retail spaces
By Jim Mackinnon, Beacon Journal/Ohio.com
When Don Taylor, head of Welty Building Co., envisions the late fall

The six long-vacant Bowery buildings, meanwhile, that run between

completion of the $42 million Bowery redevelopment in downtown

the Akron Civic Theatre and West Bowery Street, are covered in

Akron, he’s not quite sure which metaphor he should use.

part with scaffolding, with empty windows in many places and

It will be like going from
watching black-and-white TV
to color, he said, or seeing a
caterpillar that has turned into
a butterfly.

construction stuff seemingly everywhere. The sound of power
equipment, hammering and more echoes in, around and off the
structures. One building is currently roofless.
No worries, say Taylor and others.
“The construction is progressing well,” Taylor said. Welty is the

In any case, when new

project’s general contractor and is also part of the development

apartments and retail space

group

are finished in November,
“that part of town will look
spectacular,” Taylor said.

The Bowery project, which must be live-in ready by Nov. 29 to
retain much-needed historic tax credits as part of a complex and
still-fluid financing package, is considered crucial to revitalizing

Right now, though, that part

the decades-blighted part of Akron and spur additional downtown

of downtown looks like a hot

redevelopment. The Akron Community Revitalization Fund, part of

mess.

the larger Development Fund of the Western Reserve, on July 26

South Main Street is torn up as part of the city’s separate sewer
separation project.

announced it approved a $1.67 million interim construction loan for
the project. Click here to read the full story on Ohio.com.

Northeast Ohio business community supports student development
The University of Akron opened its newest building on campus

“The support from our donors for this construction is a real

Sept. 10 - the 11,850 square foot Anthony J. Alexander Professional

statement of confidence in what we are doing,” said Susan Hanlon,

Development Center that will serve as a one-stop training spot

Ph.D., interim dean of the CBA. “These relationships with the

for students in the College of Business Administration (CBA).

business community and the support we receive from them are

The building has a singular focus that is highly supported by the

what helps to make our business programs so successful.”

Northeast Ohio business community – developing business students
into confident young professionals and future star employees.

The success Hanlon speaks of is demonstrated through its students.
Approximately 80% of students in the CBA participate in internships
and more than 96% receive jobs within six months of graduation.
The center will become the hub of activity that contributes to
CBA graduates becoming “Career Ready and Connected,” helping
foster future success by housing CBA professional development
resources in one location and encouraging collaboration and robust
connections between students, faculty and professionals.
That competitive edge is developed through “the EDGE” program
(Exploring Degree Goals and Experiences), a professional
development series designed to help CBA students focus on events
and experiences that lead to career readiness.
“Participating in the EDGE program is not required of students, yet
it has become a valued part of our culture,” said Hanlon. “Students

The business community believes so strongly in the delivery of

participate in our programs on their own time because they

student professional development that 280 donors provided

understand how important it is to their future. Local businesses

funding for the $5.45 million building. The Center and its

participate in and endorse our professional development events

initiatives are in response to advice from the College of Business

because they see the results in our students.”

Advancement Council and departmental advisory boards consisting
of more than 270 business executives from throughout the region.

Click here for the full story and video.

Vibrancy & economic Development
Several new or existing businesses made the move to downtown Akron or moved to a new location within the district
over this past quarter ranging from beauty and barbershops, financial services, retail and more.
Downtown Akron Partnership is now in phase four of the pop-up retail program and continues to meet with interested
businesses. Pop up supporter Burton D. Morgan Foundation has extended their current grant to broaden the types of
entrepreneurs accepted into this program. New businesses moving into downtown can locate in any available space in
the Special Improvement District.

Pop up businesses
The Experience Barber & Beauty Shop
88 E. Mill St. | 330-475-2522
The Experience Barber & Beauty Shop provides a relaxing atmosphere,
professional service, competitive prices and quality. Services include hair
cutting, shampoos, trims, style, razor for men, women and children. Also
offering beard trims and shaving.
Mint Hair Collective
70 E. Mill St. | 330-217-1218 | minthaircollective.com

Mint Hair Collective

Mint Hair Collective is a modern salon offering hair cutting, coloring and
styling services. The salon provides a relaxing and top-notch atmosphere for
clients to enjoy while having services done.
Rubber City Comics - NEW OWNER
74 E. Mill St. | 330-289-1821 | rubbercitycomics.com
Rubber City Comics is a full service comic book store with toys and records.
The shop features comics, graphic novels, supplies, action figures, apparel
and other collectibles. The shop also offers a free pull list subscription
service

New businesses
Rubber City Comics

The Tea Lady
137 S. Main St. #208 | 330-338-2288
Modern life can be very hectic and demanding and taking time for tea is
the perfect way to slow down and relax, bringing huge emotional and wellbeing benefits. The tea room is so inviting and elegant you will feel like your
stepping into a dream. A dream filled with elegance and charm.
Famba Services
333 S. Main St. | 234-208-6264
Famba Services LLC is an accounting, money management and taxation
company. The company’s mission is to create an environment that works
best for the community by implementing strategies on a personal and
business level.

The Delaware Building

Lannon Home Care Agency
333 S. Main St. | 888-667-2638
Lannon Home Care offers health services, errand assistant services,
medication reminder services, transportation assistance services, assisted
living facilities and companionship services.
Ohio Notary Services LLC
57 S. Broadway 2nd floor | 330-436-0118 | becomeanohionotary.com

The Evans Building

Ohio Notary Services, LLC provides education and testing services for
applicants wishing to become an Ohio notary public. It is the only business
selected by the Ohio Secretary of State to provide education and testing
services to applicants who desire to become an online notary public.

Marketing & Promotions
TechZone@Main offers tools for artists
and small businesses

Akron Art Museum offers free admission
to UA students, faculty and staff

TechZone@Main is the solution to all many technological

The Akron Art Museum and The University of Akron (UA) are

needs. There are more than 40 computers available for free

joining forces to make art more accessible to college students,

and a knowledgeable staff to help with any computer-related

faculty and staff. Beginning Aug. 29, and continuing the entire

question. It is also Akron-Summit County Public Library’s

2019-20 academic year, general admission to the museum is

makerspace. What is a makerspace? It’s a place for making,

free for UA students,

learning, exploring and

faculty or staff members

sharing. TechZone is open to

with a valid Zip Card.

artists, entrepreneurs, small
business owners, hobbyists,
and creative types of all
kinds. There are a variety
of tools available for free or
little cost. Some examples
include recording studios,
laser engraver, vinyl printer,
green screen room, design
computers, button/magnet maker, media transfer station.
Click here to learn more or to make an appointment.

CLEAN, SAFE & WELCOMING

41,631
306
1,489
4,566

“The University of Akron
partnership with the
Akron Art Museum
provides full access to
a world-class modern
and contemporary art
collection, as well as
engaging public programs and events. I can’t think of a better
way to collectively join forces to strengthen our commitment to
the arts and education in our community,” said Mark Masuoka,
director of the Akron Art Museum.

DAP Ambassador stats January-Sept 2019

168
2,802
3,044
11,745

Trash collected (lbs)

Motorist/vehicle assistance

Graffiti removed

Parking assistance

Business contacts made

bus stops cleaned

Safety escorts

Hospitality assistance

Business Achievements & news
Akron symphony welcomes new chorus director
and assistant chorus director
The Greater Akron Music Association is pleased to announce the appointment
of Chris Albanese as director of the Akron Symphony Chorus and Karen Ní
Bhroin as assistant director of the chorus. They succeed Marie Bucoy-Calavan,
who successfully led the Akron Symphony Chorus for the past three seasons.
At nearly 100 members, the Akron Symphony Chorus is dedicated to achieving
the highest level of choral singing and performs several times a year with the
Akron Symphony Orchestra.

Development Finance Authority of Summit County
Announces Internal Promotions and new staff

Karen Ni Bhroin

Lori Sallaz, currently director of administration for Development Finance
Authority (DFA) has been named to the position of coordinator, bond finance
programs. Lori will manage the Jobs & Investment Bond Fund and administer
the various conduit bond offerings provided through DFA. Rachel Bridenstine
has been named executive director of the Western Reserve Community Fund.
Benjamin Pickens has been named to the new position of administrator,
financial operations and compliance.

10th Annual Summit for Kids Expo Draws Thousands
On Saturday, Aug. 17 Summit County children and families gathered at the
John S. Knight Center for the 10th annual Summit for Kids Expo. The free
event featured activities, performances, giveaways, face painting, balloon
artists and backpacks containing school supplies. An estimated 15,000 to
18,000 attended the event. “For 10 years now, Summit for Kids has focused
on early childhood education, health and wellness and making sure our kids

Summit for Kids

are ready for a successful school year,” said Summit County Executive Ilene
Shapiro. “We are so honored to have the community join in and provide
medical and dental services, along with fun activities and the special
opportunities like meeting Spider-Man and Black Panther!”

downtown Businesses recognized at Business
Growth Awards program
The Business Growth Awards Program, presented by Cascade Capital Corp.,
recognize and honor businesses from the seven-county region that have
achieved superior growth in sales and/or employment over the past five years.
Recognized at the Oct. 3 event at the John S. Knight Center are downtown
businesses Drips, Metisentry, LLC and Pritt Entertainment Group.

John S. Knight Center

Card games deal up big business for Full Grip
Reprinted from Crain’s Cleveland Business
Jameson Reeves found his calling — and it’s not as a rap star or banker.
Reeves, 37, owns a thriving business centered on two popular collectible and
trading card games. Full Grip Games draws fans into the store to buy cards
and compete, and others to the website or YouTube streaming services. “The
success of this has exceeded my expectations,” said Reeves as he sat at a
gaming table in the business on East Market Street in downtown Akron, across
from the Akron Art Museum.
Read the full article in Crain’s Cleveland Business.

Full Grip Games

Business Achievements & news
Downtown is one of the safest
neighborhoods in Akron. Help
us keep it that way.
Vehicle & parking tips

METRO Regional Transit Authority encourages Summit
County to take the bus during Try Transit Week
METRO RTA will observe Try Transit Week on Monday, Oct.
14 through Friday, Oct. 18. The goal of the campaign is to
spread awareness about the benefits of public transportation

Do your part...

and encourage people to try riding the bus. displayed in

• Lock your car and secure all windows.

tips and trips, daily giveaways on social media, and events

• Park in high-traffic, well-lit areas if
possible.

with community partners. (photo by METRO)

• Do not leave valuables in plain view.
• Do not leave your car running unattended.
• Do not leave any keys in the car, locked
garage or hide-a-key box.
• Remember where you park.
• Leave only the ignition key with an
attendant, mechanic or valet.

Personal safety tips
• Report any thefts, break-ins or suspicious
activity to an ambassador, police officer or
parking personnel immediately.

Akron. Throughout the week, METRO will promote transit

Akron Children’s to cover tuition for degrees in
needed fields Reprinted from Akron Beacon Journal/Ohio.com (read full story)
Akron Children’s Hospital will partner with Stark State
College to offer entry-level employees full tuition to earn
associate’s degrees in four key hard-to-fill health care jobs,
while also working to remove barriers to education for
those workers. The program, called Career Launch, will go
a step beyond the hospital’s existing tuition reimbursement
program, offering full and upfront tuition to employees as
well as to those who do not yet work for the hospital.

Akron Chilren’s Museum hosted Music Garden ribbon
cutting ceremony

• Have your keys in hand before walking to
your car.

Akron Children’s Museum unveiled its new music garden

• Do not leave personal ID, ownership title
or credit cards in your vehicle.

featured interactive musical experiences and indoor

• Keep vehicle information numbers (VIN)
and insurance information with you.

Morgan Foundation, the outdoor music garden boasts

at a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Sept. 11. The event
attractions. Made possible by a grant from Burton D.
three oversized percussion instrument sculptures and a
whimsical monster-themed bench by Dominic Falcione of

For non-emergency
concerns about parking
decks or lots, call ABM at
330-375-2594
QUARTERLY DISTRICT MTGS
Quarterly meetings for downtown
stakeholders are held the second
Thursday of the month. RSVP at
www.downtownakron.com/district
Historic Arts:
Oct. 10
10-11 a.m. | Main Library
Canal District:
Nov. 14
2-3 p.m. | Barley House
Northside:
Dec. 12
1-2 p.m. | Jilly’s Music Room

Krunchworkers Design.

Metisentry Acquires Militaryhire.com
Metisentry, LLC has officially announced the acquisition of
Militaryhire.com. MilitaryHire began connecting veterans and
employers in 2000. Employers quickly came to appreciate
the character, skills, and service of the veterans they hired
from MilitaryHire. Since then, MilitaryHire has helped over
500,000 veterans and employers fill critical positions within
their organizations. Read the full story online.

METRO Regional Transit Authority celebrates 50th
birthday
In August of 1969, the newly created Akron Metropolitan Regional Transit Authority
successfully restored public transportation to the city of
Akron. Fifty years later, METRO celebrated its birthday with
members of the community. Held at the Robert K Pfaff
Transit Center on Aug. 14, the public joined in on birthday
festivities including giveaways and prizes, entertainment,
community vendor fair and Touch-A-Bus, where folks can
explore every type of bus in METRO’s fleet.

Transportation & Development
Exchange Street open to two-way traffic as of
Monday, Aug. 19
Mayor Dan Horrigan announced that beginning Aug. 19, Exchange Street in
downtown Akron opened to two-way traffic from the Innerbelt (Rand Street) to
Bowery Street. Both southbound and northbound vehicles exiting the Innerbelt/
Route 59 will now be able to travel
eastbound along both Exchange Street
and Cedar Street. The new traffic pattern
was carefully established after morning
rush hour on Aug. 19.

FEATURED PROPERTY
Canal Square
1 Canal Square Plaza | 330-940-9360
First floor and lower level space available
in the former YMCA building, in the heart of
downtown. The building is surrounded by
State Street, W. Bowery Street and Water
Street. There is free parking in an adjacent
lot, as well as metered street parking and
parking decks around the property.

While this conversion took time to
appropriately design and construct, the
return of the two-way traffic will benefit
both safety and traffic flow in the area.
Construction of the improvements along
both Cedar and Exchange began in
late 2016 and included enhanced onstreet parking, bike lanes, signalization upgrades, safer pedestrian crossings and
roadway resurfacing from downtown to Portage Path.
While Exchange Street will open to two-way traffic on Aug. 19 from Rand to
Bowery—additional two-way traffic is planned from Bowery to Main Street, once
sewer work and major improvements to the Main /Exchange intersection are
completed. Click here for the full news release.

State Street parking deck traffic pattern change
Due to construction changing construction patterns for the State Street Bridge,
State Street parking deck (51 W. State St.) will be accessible from W. Bowery St.
only. There is no longer access from Main St.

FEATURED BUSINESS
Western Fruit Basket
115 E. Market St. | 330-376-3917

This traffic pattern will be in place

Western Fruit Basket has an excellent

until the completion of the bridge

selection of traditional Greek cuisine and a

construction.

wide variety of made to order fruit baskets

From the north: Using S. High Street,
turn west (right) on W. Bowery St.
Turn east (left) on State St. and enter
the parking deck.
From the south: Using S. Broadway,
turn west (left) on E. Exchange St.,
turn right (north) on W. Bowery St.,
turn right (east) on State St. and enter
the deck.
From the west: Using Ceder St., turn
left (north) on W. Bowery St., turn
right (east) on State St. and enter the
deck.

perfect for any occasion. Western Fruit
Basket also offers catering services with
free delivery on orders over $25.

Planning & Construction
Ohio Canal Interceptor Tunnel receives Tunnel
Achievement Award
The Cuyahoga River in Northeast Ohio is inextricably linked with the
environmental movement in the United States. In was just over 50 years
ago – June 22, 1969 – that a fire on Cuyahoga in Cleveland grabbed the
attention of the nation and served as a call to action to stop polluting
our natural waterways. The creation of the EPA and passage of the Clean
Water Act would soon follow, and the national cleanup efforts would
begin in earnest.
Fittingly, the city of Akron is in the process of completing its Ohio Canal
Interceptor Tunnel (OCIT), an EPA-mandated project that will help
further reduce pollution to the Little Cuyahoga River and the Ohio and
Erie Canal, as well as the Cuyahoga just downstream. Water quality has
improved dramatically compared to 50 years ago, and the new tunnel will
continue that trend. The tunnel will store more than 25 million gallons of
combined sewer flows and will prevent an estimated 450 million gallons
of overflows from entering waterways annually
Due to successful completion of the tunnel using innovative technology
through difficult ground conditions and its environmental benefits,
the Ohio Canal Interceptor Tunnel has been named the 2019 Tunnel
Achievement Award winner. The Tunnel Achievement Award is presented
by the organizers of the Breakthroughs in Tunneling Short Course in
conjunction with TBM: Tunnel Business Magazine.

Photo credit: Robbins

Click here for the full story.

City of Akron to honor rubber workers with
Main Street statue
The city of Akron will commemorate Akron’s rubber heritage with a
12 ft. bronze rubber worker statue, which will be prominently featured
in the center of the newly redeveloped Main Street. The statue of a
rubber worker preparing a finished tire for shipping will be installed
in the highly visible roundabout at the corner of Main and Mill Streets
next summer. Northeast Ohio sculptor Alan Cottrill will create the piece
inspired by the image on the cover of David Giffels and Steve Love’s
book “Wheels of Fortune.”
Akron Mayor Dan Horrigan jumped at the opportunity to pay homage
to the dedication of Akron’s rubber workers in such a prominent way.
“As we considered the appropriate centerpiece for the new roundabout,
it became clear that, instead of honoring a historical leader, we should
take this opportunity to honor and elevate the average worker,” he said.
The statue will sit on a three-tiered granite base, including an 18-inch
piece of granite shaped like the City of Akron, which will sit on a 24-inch
thick base shaped like Summit County. Water will cascade down from
those pieces onto another 24-inch base where water will be collected
and recycled. Landscaping and lighting will surround the piece.
Click here to read the full release.

What’s going on in downtown
Thursday, Oct. 17 | 4-8 p.m.

Akron Children’s Hospital Holiday Tree
Festival

Downtown Akron locations

Nov. 23-Dec. 1 | Mon-Wed 11 a.m.-8 p.m., Thur 2-6 p.m., Fri 11

3rd Thursday

3rd Thursday is a monthly excursion
highlighting the arts, culture and

a.m.-8 p.m., Sat 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
John S. Knight Center

entertainment in downtown. Take

Enjoy and purchase hundreds of

the free trolley to more than 30

trees, wreaths and other holiday

destinations from the Northside District

decorations to benefit Akron

to Main/Exchange Streets for art,

Children’s Hospital. Admission is

music, shopping and dining.

free. Preview gala on Friday, Nov. 22.
Breakfast with Santa on Saturdays,
Nov. 23 and 30.

Masque of the Red Death
Saturday, Oct. 26 | 8 p.m.
Akron Civic Theatre | 182 S. Main St.
Be among the hundreds of souls who’ll

Wild lights
Fri-Sun Nov. 29-Dec. 30 | 5-9 p.m.
Akron Zoo | 500 Edgewood Ave.

celebrate deep into the night at a

Celebrate the holidays at the ‘wildest’

most macabre, artfully elegant, daring,

lighting display around. Surround

dramatic and decadent masquerade

yourself with dazzling lights, amazing

party at the historic and haunted Akron

animals, special entertainment and the

Civic Theatre. The premier Halloween

sounds of the holidays. Tell Santa all

masquerade party for adults. Guests

your holiday wishes and treat yourself

must be 21 and over to attend.

to delicious goodies and warm

Price is Right, live!
Thursday, Nov. 14 | 7:30 p.m.
Akron Civic Theatre | 182 S. Main St.
The Price Is Right Live™ is the hit

beverages.

Akron Pride Drag Brunch
Sunday, Dec. 15 | 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Jilly’s Music Room | 111 N. Main St.

interactive stage show that gives

Brunch buffet includes eggs, waffle

eligible individuals the chance to hear

bar with toppings, fresh seasonal fruit,

their names called and “Come On

garden salad, bacon and sausage

Down” to win. Play classic games just

($15). A limited brunch menu will also

like on television’s longest running and

be available along with Jilly’s signature

most popular game show.

bloody Mary and mimosa bar. Doors

Broadway in Akron: ‘Beautiful-The
Carole King Musical’

open at 11 a.m. show starts at 11:30 a.m.

Monday/Tuesday, Nov. 18-19 | 7:30 p.m.

Summit Choral Society: Christmas
Candlelight Concert

UA’s EJ Thomas Hall | 198 Hill St.

Friday-Sunday, Dec. 20-22 | 7:30 p.m.

Beautiful – The Carole King Musical
tells the inspiring true story of King’s

The tradition of the Christmas

remarkable rise to stardom, from

Candlelight Concerts continues with

being part of a hit songwriting team

the Metropolitan Chorus,under the

with her husband Gerry Goffin, to her

direction of Dr. Britt Cooper as well as

relationship with fellow writers and best

the SCS Children’s Choir Program.

friends Cynthia Weil and Barry Mann, to

Join Summit Choral Society for an

becoming one of the most successful solo acts in popular music
history.

St. Bernard Parish | 44 University Ave.

evening of gorgeous pieces sung
by candlelight, traditional Christmas songs, as well as featured
works. Tickets start at $29.

103 S. High St., 4th floor, Akron, OH 44308
Phone: 330-374-7676 | Ambassadors: 330-706-7383
Email: info@downtownakron.com
www.downtownakron.com
# DOWNTOWNAKRON
Photo by Tim Fitzwater

