
 

GOOD NEIGHBOR GRANT 

Center City Development Corporation (CCDC) / Downtown Memphis Commission (DMC)  

City of Memphis Division of Housing and Community Development (HCD) / Community 

Redevelopment Agency (CRA) / Memphis Medical District Collaborative (MMDC) 

Grant Proposal: St. Mary’s Cathedral – Exterior Pressure Washing, Tuck- 

Pointing, & Masonry Repair 

Date:    May 2, 2023 

Contact Information: St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral     

    c/o  Andrew Pouncey, Staff Administrator    

    700 Poplar Ave., Memphis, TN 38105-4512    

    apouncey@stmarysmemphis.org     

    901.484.3303 

Architect: Hord Architects, 66 Monroe Avenue, Memphis, TN 38103. (The 

architect has completed drawings for the larger $1.4 million project 

(currently under construction) that also illustrate the buildings 

associated with this grant request.) 

Owner: St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral 

Grant Manager: Scott Blake, the president of Design 500 Inc. and Executive 

Director of Victorian Village Inc. 

 

Brief History in Downtown Memphis.  St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral observes as its 

founding date, Ascension Day, May 13, 1858.  The Cathedral has remained in this downtown 

location for 165 years.  It has played a major role in the downtown area through the Yellow 

Fever epidemic of the 1870s, through the racial violence of the 60s and the assassination of 

Martin Luther King.  St. Mary’s continues to minister to the downtown community, being a 

“House of Prayer for All People” on Poplar Avenue, and a vital part of the Memphis Medical 

District and Victorian Village. 

Project Request: Exterior pressure washing of the Cathedral’s Martyr’s Hall, the historic 

Sister’s Chapel, and the Moody Wing, all visible to Poplar and Alabama Streets.  Such a project 

does require tuck-pointing and masonry repair where required - $25,000.00 (estimated cost of 

the project is $38,560.00) 
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Projects Eligible for Grant:  This project supports what the GOOD NEIGHBOR 

GRANT program is trying to accomplish by bringing together efforts to strengthen and 

restore the character of St. Mary’s within the community, and completing site 

improvements that will support our longevity and improve the pedestrian experience along 

Poplar Avenue.  We agree to comply with the policies of the CCDC financial program. 

Justification for Request: The structures associated with 692 and 700 Poplar from west to 

east include the Episcopal Bookstore, the Diocesan House, St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, 

Martyr’s Hall (parish hall), Sister’s Chapel and Moody Wing (educational and future leased 

space).  Martyr’s Hall and the Sister’s Chapel also serve as shared meeting space.  

Currently, St. Mary’s is undergoing a $1.4 million repair to the Nave including repairs to the Bell 

Tower, the Roof of the Cathedral and the painting of the interior.  The one aspect that really is 

telling for the passersby is the pressure washing of the Cathedral and the Diocesan House (to the 

west).  Pressure washing does include tuck-pointing and masonry repair where the pressure from 

the water requires repair to the façade.  Returning the original stone color is refreshing, a sign 

of rebirth that fosters a consistent, vibrant and safe pedestrian as well as vehicular 

experience along Poplar, a key commercial corridor in downtown Memphis. 

The budget for the current project (including the above referenced items) includes pressure 

washing & tuck-pointing and masonry repair for the Cathedral proper and the Diocesan House 

(only).  Upon completion of this work in early June of 2023, the remaining and connecting 

structures (Martyr’s Hall, Sister’s Chapel and the Moody Wing) will unfortunately contrast in 

appearance to the public from Poplar and Alabama, as their facades will not have the benefit of 

the cleaning given to the Cathedral and the Diocesan House under the current contract. While the 

estimate for the balance of the work is $38,560.00, and the grant request is for $25,000 (70% of 

the expense), the congregation of St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral will fund the balance (30 %). 

 

DMC’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Program:  St. Mary’s Cathedral will follow the 

fair and open bidding process for all contracting and sub-contracting opportunities per the 

attached EBO Plan. 

See attachments:  

1,  Photos with Descriptions 

2.  Masonry Specifications,  

3.  EBO Implementation Plan,. 



 

PROJECT PHOTOS 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Cathedral – Left to Right:  Diocesan House, Cathedral, 

Martyr’s Hall (between Cathedral and Sister’s Chapel), Sister’s 

Chapel.  Moody Wing is out of photo to the right. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sisters Chapel 

 



 

 

 

Moody Wing 

 

 

 



 

 

Moody Wing 

 

 

 

Sample of Dirt and Grime on Walls 





USES Sources Est.	Cost Location	of	Work

Pressure	washing	and	tuck	pointing 39,000 Moody	Wing,	Parish	Hall,	Chapel,	Alabama	St.

Exterior	painting,	prep,	prime,	2	top	coats 7,000

ADA	ramp	to	Moody	Hall 12,500

ModiEication	of	stone	opening	for	Moody	
ADA

3,000

New	door	with	exterior	crash	hardware	
Moody

3,500 Moody	Wing

ADA	ramp	west	entrance 4,500

Glass	door	with	panic	hardware	west	
entrance

3,500

Digital	keypad	locks	on	gothic	gates	(2) 3,000

TOTAL	-	TO	BE	BID	TO	MWOB $76,000

PROJECTED	AND	CONFIRMED	SOURCES

DMC/CRA	Good	Neighbor	Grant	(pending) 25,000

MMDC.	ADA	Ramp	Grant.	Moody	Wing 12,500

St.	Mary’s	Capitol	Campaign	&	trusts 38,500

TOTAL	SOURCES $76,000

Exterior Improvements for St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Estimate of Costs and Scope of Work Needed 

MAY 30, 2023
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