
 

 

 

 

 

 Design Review Board (DRB) Staff Report 

Prepared for the June 3, 2026 DRB Meeting 

 

Three (3) New Signs 

 

Case # 26-32:   BHSU Signs 22 N Pauline 

    22 N Pauline St 

    Memphis, TN 38105 

 

Applicant:   Victoria Cheshier 

    LSI Graphics LLC. 

    2950 Brother Blvd 

    Bartlett, TN 38133 

 

Background:  This sign application is a part of a larger signage project across the campus 

of Baptist Health Sciences University. The DMC has administratively 

approved all signage that adheres to the Central Business Improvement 

District (CBID) Sign Code by right. All signage included in this application 

requires variances from the Code. 

 

 The subject property is a multi-story building on the east side of N Pauline 

St. The building serves as the Health Sciences Building for the University. 

The building also has a parking lot to the east, fronting N Camilla St. 

 

 The subject property is located within the Central Business Improvement 

District and Medical District sub-district for purposes of the CBID Sign 

Code. 

 

Project Description:  This project involves installation of a new monument sign as well as a set of 

new window graphics. The new monument sign would measure 4 ft. (h) by 

13 ft. 4 in. (w). The total area of the sign face would be 53.3 ft.2 The sign 

would be constructed from an aluminum cabinet with routed push through 

acrylic. Sign will be illuminated via internal LEDs. Sign would be installed 

on the western side of the subject site, fronting N Pauline St. 

 

 One window graphic would measure 8 ft. 8 in. (h) by 14 ft. 2 in. (w). Sign 

would be printed graphics applied directly to the window. The second 

window graphic would measure 8 ft. 8 in. (h) by 11 ft. 2 in. (w). Sign would 

be printed graphics applied directly to the window. Both signs would be 

installed on the windows on the western façade of the building, fronting N 

Pauline St. 

  

Code Review: The Code provides the following guidance for monument signs: 

“Monument signs shall not exceed 35 square feet. The height of a 

monument sign shall not exceed 6 feet.” Additionally, the Code states that 

“monument signs should be designed and located so that they do not create 

security hazards or visual barriers to traffic. The proposed monument sign 

meets the height requirement of the Code, but surpasses the square footage 

requirement. 



 The Code also limits the size of window signage to “25% of the total area of 

the window in which they are displayed.” The proposed window signage 

would cover 100% of these windows. 

  

Staff Evaluation: Staff believes that the proposed window graphic signs are appropriate 

within this context. The subject site is set back from the sidewalk and 

currently screened via a film on the windows. Multiple buildings along N 

Pauline Street feature window screens that partially or wholly obscure 

sightlines into buildings. This includes a bank and multiple campus related 

buildings to the north. The building at the corner of Union and Pauline, a 

retail store, is the only building on this block that does not feature window 

screens.  

 

Additionally, the proposed window signs at the subject site would not 

contribute to further decreased visibility than is already present with the 

window film. As window films are not considered signage under the Code, 

these windows will likely remain obscured regardless of the Board’s 

decision. The staff considers the proposed window sign to be a more 

desirable outcome than currently exists and given the neighborhood context 

of window screenings, staff believes the proposed window signs to be 

appropriate under the Code. 

 

Staff also believes that the proposed monument sign is appropriate under 

the Code. The Code includes the writer’s rationale alongside its standards, 

stating “monument signs should be designed and located so that they do not 

create security hazards or visual barriers to traffic.” Staff believes that the 

proposed sign, while exceeding the maximum area allowed for monument 

signs, has been designed and located such that it will not create a security 

hazard, nor will it create a visual barrier to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

By limiting the height of the proposed sign to 4 ft. rather than the maximum 

allowable 6 ft., and locating the sign away from the structure, the proposed 

sign ensures that site lines are maintained. As such, staff believes that the 

proposed sign maintains the intention of the Code. 

 

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval. 


