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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ): 
Legal Services for Downtown Anti-Blight Efforts 

 
Issued by: Downtown Memphis Commission (DMC) 
Date Issued: August 28, 2025 
Responses Due: 12:00 PM on September 29, 2025 
 
1. Introduction 
The Downtown Memphis Commission (DMC) is seeking Statements of Qualifications (SOQs) from 
qualified legal professionals or law firms to provide legal services in support of DMC’s anti-blight efforts 
within the Downtown Memphis area. The selected provider will assist with developing and 
implementing legal strategies, tools, and actions designed to eliminate blight and promote revitalization 
of commercial property within the Central Business Improvement District (CBID). 
 
2. About the Downtown Memphis Commission 
The DMC is the official partnership between local government and the private business sector focused 
on Downtown Memphis’ growth and development. As part of its mission, the DMC works to eliminate 
blight, enhance commercial property values, and foster a safe and vibrant urban environment. 
 
3. Scope of Services 
Qualified applicants may be asked to provide services that include, but are not limited to: 

• Legal research and advice related to understanding and using state and local anti-blight statutes 
and ordinances to achieve the DMC’s mission   

• Assisting the DMC in developing and implementing legal strategies to achieve its goal of 
eliminating blighted properties within the CBID 

• Litigation support for nuisance abatement, code enforcement, and property liens 
• Preparation and filing of legal documents related to property actions and blight elimination 

efforts 
• Coordination of anti-blight efforts with city and county code enforcement, city attorneys, and 

related agencies 
• Legal assistance in property acquisition, receivership, and foreclosure efforts 
• Representation in court proceedings related to blighted properties 
• Best practice research for additional approaches to addressing and remediating blight 
• Regularly submitting written reports and timely updates to DMC staff on matters being by 

handled by counsel 
• Attending regular meetings with DMC staff to develop strategic approaches to blight 

remediation  
• Attending quarterly meetings with DMC’s Blight Anti-Blight subcommittee to discuss strategy 

and track progress 
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4. Qualifications 
Respondents should demonstrate: 

• Current license to practice law in the State of Tennessee 
• Knowledge of relevant state and municipal law, including real estate law and code enforcement 
• Prior work related to blight remediation, urban development, redevelopment, or real estate 

financing 
• Capacity to respond promptly to DMC needs and deadlines 
• Experience litigating cases in Shelby County Environmental Court 

5. Submission Requirements 
Please submit the following in your response: 

A. Cover letter expressing interest 
B. Firm or individual qualifications, including relevant experience 
C. Physical address of office 
D. Resumes of key personnel 
E. List with examples of relevant casework within the last 5 years 
F. Hourly rate schedule or proposed fee structure 
G. Three (3) professional references 

6. Submission Deadline and Contact 
• All responses must be received by 12:00 PM on September 29, 2025 
• Submit responses via email (PDF format preferred) to: 

Contact: Brett Roler, DMC Chief Operating Officer 
Email: roler@downtownmemphis.com 

• Subject Line: RFQ – Legal Services for Downtown Anti-Blight Efforts 

7. Evaluation & Selection 
• Submissions will be evaluated based on experience, qualifications, responsiveness, and cost. The 

DMC reserves the right to accept or reject any response and to negotiate terms and scope. 
• DMC Staff intends to request Board approval for the selected provider by December 31, 2025. 
• Selected provider should be ready to begin within 60 days of selection and contract execution.  

8. Questions 
Questions regarding this RFQ may be directed to Brett Roler at roler@downtownmemphis.com 
 
Thank you for your interest in working with the Downtown Memphis Commission. 
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