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Two (2) New Signs

Gym 11 Sign
405 Monroe Ave
Memphis, TN 38103

Enas Grayson
405 Monroe Ave
Memphis, TN 38103

The subject property is a single-story building on the south side of Monroe
Ave. The building has multiple bays fronting Monroe Avenue. The eastern
portion of the building is occupied by the Sheet Cake Gallery and the
western portion is occupied by Gym 11 Body by Daavon, the subject site.

In November 2025, a wall sign was approved for the Gym 11 space for the
area above the existing garage door. In the following months, an additional
painted sign was installed on the garage door. City of Memphis sign
inspectors cited this sign for failing to receive approval from the Design
Review Board (DRB). The applicant is now seeking retroactive approval for
this existing sign as well as proactive approval for an additional planned
sign.

Existing garage door sign measures 8 ft. (h) by 10 ft. (w) and reads “GYM
11 BODY BY DAAVON” with ancillary text. Sign is painted directly to the
garage door on the north facade of the building, fronting Monroe Avenue.
The applicant is also seeking approval to install a new painted wall sign on
the western facade of the building. This sign will include text “WHERE
PROS ARE CREATED” and measure 18 ft. 3 in. (h) by 14 ft. 9 in. (w).

The Code limits signage to the “signable area” of a structure. Signable area
is defined as “an area of the facade of the building below the roof line
which is free of windows, doors or major architectural details.” The Code
allows signage to be installed on walls with the following limitations: “(a)
any activity may display one wall sign on each side of the building that
fronts onto a public right-of-way and (b) the size of an individual wall sign
shall be no more than 40% of the signable area of any building.”

The proposed wall sign on the western facade of the building meets the
Code’s requirements and does not require a variance from the Design
Review Board (DRB). However, the Code’s definition of signable area
prohibits signage from being installed on doors. As a result, the existing
painted garage door sign does not adhere to the Code and would require
approval of a variance from the Board. Furthermore, the code limits the
number of wall signs per activity to one on each side of the building. While
the door sign is not technically a wall sign as it is not installed on a wall,



Staff Recommendation:

staff believes it reasonable to consider this sign to be subject to wall sign
standards as the door effectively functions as a wall in this instance.

The Code likely did not anticipate large garage doors along prominent
building facades in pedestrian-oriented locations when prohibiting signage
from being installed on doors. Staff believes that this prohibition is likely
intended to prevent signage from covering human scaled entrances with the
intention of promoting active and lively storefronts wherein a passersby
could see in and a patron could see out. In this case, the door is an opaque,
inoperable, vehicle scaled door occupying a large portion of the facade that
effectively functions as a wall rather than a door. Signage that covers this
door would not preclude the type of ground-floor activity that the Code
seeks to protect through its prohibition on door signs. In fact, it may be
more effective in promoting this type of activity, as locating signage further
down the fagade would bring it to a more pedestrian-scaled level than is
currently possible with the existing metal sign on the wall above.

Staff recommends approval, with conditions.

The proposed sign on the western fagade of the building meets the
requirements of the Code by right and should be approved without
conditions. The door sign would require approval of a variance from the
Code by the DRB as it is installed outside of the Code’s signable area. Staff
believes that it is appropriate to consider the door to be a wall in this
instance and thus approve the door sign as a wall sign. If the Board agrees
with this conclusion, then staff recommends the following condition:

1. The applicant is required to limit the total number of wall signs on the
north facade of the building to one (1) wall sign. For purposes of this
approval, the existing metal sign and existing painted sign count as one
(1) wall sign each.



