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December 12, 2019 

Ellery Ammons 

Development Coordinator 

Downtown Memphis Commission  

114 N. Main Street 

Memphis, TN 38103 

Re: Memphis Suffrage Monument: “Equality Trailblazers” 

Dear Ellery,  

The City of Memphis, through its Division of Housing & Community Development, is pleased to submit on behalf of 

Paula Casey and Vote 70, Inc., a 501(c)3 nonprofit, the attached application for Design Review Board approval for 

the Memphis Suffrage Monument: “Equality Trailblazers” to be located across from the overlook along the Bluff 

Walk on the river side of University of Memphis Law School (1 N Front Street).  

Through her nonprofit Vote 70, Inc., Paula Casey is working with the National Women’s Suffrage Centennial 

Commission and Lequire Gallery to unveil this monument in March of 2020. Paula and Lequire Gallery have worked 

together on various woman suffrage monuments across Tennessee. Paula believes this monument will yield 

increased awareness of the important role Memphis/Shelby County played in women winning the right to 

vote, and The University of Memphis Law School has expressed an interest in tying the monument into its 

programming. The monument will be important for heritage tourism since 2020 is the national centennial of 

the 19th Amendment’s ratification. It also honors several trailblazing women who aren’t honored anywhere 

else, but who were nonetheless leaders in the local fight for women’s equality or were the first women to hold 

local government offices. Sculptor Alan Lequire and Vote 70, Inc., along with numerous stakeholders, produced 

the design and are responsible for fundraising for the project. The City has agreed to provide the above location 

within the public right of away and to assist with installation. 

The monument will be visible from the Mississippi River, the I-40 bridge and Riverside Drive. It will be part of 

the TN Woman Suffrage Heritage Trail, the Memphis Heritage Trail, and the National Votes for Women Trail.  

The proposed site layout will include 14 glass panels backed by steel panels (7 on each side, spaced 1 foot apart 

laterally and 1-foot step back for each panel) in a V formation. There will be 6 bronze busts on marble stands - 3 on 

each side, lining the sidewalk. The busts will be staggered between the glass/steel panels. LED lights will be mounted 

at ground level to shine up on the glass panels and in between the layered steel panels. The designers also desire 

to have pole-mounted fixtures to shine down on the bronze busts (one light per bust, 3 lights per pole), but the 

specific location of these poles has not yet been identified. The existing SkyCop/Call Box will be relocated and 

softscape plantings will be added to the site. The existing structural safety bollards will remain, and additional 



bollards will be added to protect the public art from vehicular damage because of the active driveway in between 

the law school and monument. Wayfinding signage will be placed on Front St and Riverside Drive as part of the 

Memphis Heritage Trail project and will match existing Heritage Trail markers.     

This monument will be an attraction and historical engagement opportunity for both residents and visitors and will 

add a unique point of interest along the anticipated connected path from Fourth Bluff Park, past the Law School 

and a soon-to-be-renovated Cossitt Library, to the proposed Brooks Museum. 

Please let me know if you have any questions about the Memphis Suffrage Monument: “Equality Trailblazers.” We 

look forward to presenting this project at the January meeting of the Design Review Board.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Lindsay Jackson 

Project Coordinator 

 

cc: Mary Claire Borys, HCD Manager of Strategic Initiatives 
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B i o  Wa l l  L ayo u t  1

The wall mockup has been updated to 

show the new, staggered approach. The 

march has been divided into 7 panels 

consisting of 2 layers of 2 metal panels 

with space in between for lighting, and 

a glass panel with a light box sits in the 

front of the march. 
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Pa n el  D iv i s i o n  1

This is an example of how the march will be divided into 

sections. This dividsion works to allow the panels to not be 

connected while also not cutting off any important aspects 

of the marhcers such as the head. This will keep them 

recognizable while still looking like a consistent march.
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Pa n el  D iv i s i o n  2

This is an example of how the march will be divided into 

sections. This dividsion works to allow the panels to not be 

connected while also not cutting off any important aspects 

of the marhcers such as the head. This will keep them 

recognizable while still looking like a consistent march.



MEMPHIS TRAILBLAZERS 
 
 
 
 
Busts & Pedestals 
 
 6 bronze portrait busts, 28 - 36” tall, 150-200 lbs each 
 Busts are bolted to the pedestals. 

6 Corten Steel pedestals, 42” h; Base 18” diameter; Top 22” Diameter; Weight 80-100 
lbs each 

 Pedestals are bolted to the sidewalk. 
 
 
Steel Wall Sections 
 

Two sections of wall panels, known as the “100-Year March,” each measuring 9 feet h x 
24.5 feet w x 8 feet d, are made up of 14 total sections, constructed of four, ¼” thick 
Corten steel panels, bolted and welded together. 

 Each section measures 9-feet h x 42” w x 2-foot d 
Wall sections will be bolted through sidewalk to foundation. 
Foundation, see structural design by Ross Bryan Engineers, Nashville 

 
Glass Panels 
 
 14 Total panels, mounted to the river-side of steel wall sections 
 Each: 64” h x 34” w x ¾” d 
 170 lbs each 

 
 
Light fixtures 
 

LED Lighting will shine up through the bottom of each glass panel as well as up in 
between steel plates in each wall section. 
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