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Design Review Board (DRB) 

Staff Report 
 

New Construction 
 
Case # 18-38:   Flats at Overton Square 
    Located at the intersection of Diana Street and Monroe Avenue 
    Memphis, TN 38104 
 
Applicant/Owner:  PMT Investments, LLC  

7459 Aylesbury Ln.  
Olive Branch, MS 38654  

 
Background:  The project received an 11-year PILOT at the February 13, 2018 

CCRFC Board Meeting. The development includes building 16 
apartment units with a combination of live/work, 1-bedroom, and 
studio units and an on-site parking lot on what is presently a vacant 
parking lot.  

 
Project Description: The proposed design uses utility brick in stacked bonds as the main 

element of the building’s façade. The north, south and east 
elevations include balconies with aluminum cable rails on the 
second and third floors. Access to the upper floors is provided with 
exterior stairs and common access balconies off the west elevation.  

 
 The site includes a surface parking lot located west of the building 

and minimally visible from Diana St. The vehicular entrance and 
exit to the building is located south and north of the building 
respectively. An open courtyard bisects the first floor and has a 
fence on the eastern edge.  

 
 Signage, architectural lighting and public art will be addressed in a 

separate DRB application. 
 
Staff Report: The proposed exteriors are consistent with the Downtown Memphis 

Design Guidelines and DMC priorities of designing for the context, 
enhance pedestrian connections and keeping the automobile 
subordinate. 

 
Staff believes the project is an appropriate style apartment building 
for the neighborhood and believe it fits the context of the 
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surrounding neighborhood in material, site orientation and scale. 
The east elevation includes wood and metal brise soleils and 
balconies, which serve to break up the utility brick façade and allow 
interactions with the street.  

 
 The building’s orientation to face the sidewalk in addition to 

locating parking behind the building also improves pedestrian 
connections and walkability for the block. Additional elements 
include bike racks, shrubbery and the later addition of architectural 
lighting and public art. 

 
Staff believes the proposed design will help blend recent new 
construction in midtown with traditional apartment buildings within 
the neighborhood and strengthen the growing area. 
 

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval with the recommendation that the 
fence on the east side of the courtyard be in line with the edge of 
the building. 
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ARCHITECTURAL SITE PLAN1
NORTH
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BUILDING ELEMENTS CHART

EAST ELEVATION - FRONT ELEVASTION FACES DIANA STREET
• 1086 SF TRANSPARENT AREA, 38% TRANSPARENT
• 1781 SF BLANK WALL, 62% BLANK WALL
GROUND FLOOR FRONTAGE
• 242 SF TRANSPARENT, 40% TRANSPARENT
• 378 SF BLANK WALL, 60% BLANK WALL

NORTH ELEVATION - DOES NOT FACE STREET
• 518 SF TRANSPARENT AREA, 21% TRANSPARENT
• 1927 SF BLANK WALL, 79% BLANK WALL

SOUTH ELEVATION - DOES NOT FACE STREET
• 518 SF TRANSPARENT AREA, 21% TRANSPARENT
• 1927 SF BLANK WALL, 79% BLANK WALL

WEST ELEVATION - DOES NOT FACE STREET
• 236 SF TRANSPARENT,  9% TRANSPARENT
• 2525 SF BLANK WALL, 91% BLANK WALL
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DIANA STREET ELEVATION1
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WEST FACING ELEVATION2
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SOUTH FACING ELEVATION3
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MAIN ENTRY FROM DIANA

LOCATION OF PUBLIC ART
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ROOF PLAN5

BIKE RACK
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