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Design Review Board (DRB) 
Staff Report 

 
Signage, public art and architectural lighting 

 
Case # 17-53:  Oden Marketing 
    158 Vance Avenue 
 Memphis, TN 38103 
 
Applicant/Owner:  158 Ventures LLC  

c/o Todd Strickland  
119 S. Main St. #300  
Memphis, TN 38103 
 

Background:  The project received DRB approval on October 11, 2017 with the 
condition that it would return to the board at a later date for a 
separate application for signage, public art, architectural lighting 
and a reimagined courtyard. It was approved for an 8-year PILOT at 
the April 11, 2017 CCRFC meeting.   

 
The subject property consists of two adjoining parcels located on 
the north side of Vance Avenue, in the block between Second 
Street and B.B. King Boulevard.  

 
This area, once known as film row, was home to several film 
distribution and storage facilities. The primary building on site is 
the vacant 1-story historic Capital Pictures building. This structure 
will be renovated for office use as the headquarters of a creative 
and marketing firm with over thirty employees.  An adjoining 
warehouse to the east will be adapted into an employee parking 
garage. The total project includes 17,250 leasable square-feet and 
32 parking spaces. An existing loading dock will include a 
courtyard with public art facing Vance Avenue.  

 
Project Description: The previous application addressed all exterior work with the 

exceptions of the below items:  
• Courtyard including public art 
• One (1) wall sign that measures 4 ft. (w) x 4 ft. (h) and is an 

internally lit cabinet with a red face and an “O” Oden logo. It 
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will be located directly above the entrance and be attached at 
the mortar. 

• One (1) set of non-illuminated channel letters that measure 20 
in. (h) x 130 (w) and read “Oden Marketing Communications.” 
The sign is located to the left of the main entrance and stud 
mounted to the mortar. 

• Architectural Lighting on the south and east elevations 
  
Staff Report: Staff was supportive of the original application finding that the 

proposed permanent improvements added architectural details to 
the façade that enhance the curb appeal, reinforced our design 
guidelines, and increased the pedestrian experience for this section 
of the South Main Neighborhood.  

 
 Staff believes the proposed signage, public art and architectural 

lighting accomplish the same goals. All elements enhance the 
character of the building while reflecting Oden’s identity. The 
lighting allows for greater pedestrian safety and an increased 
presence on the corner of Third and Vance. The public art activates 
the courtyard that connects the office building and the parking 
garage while outwardly communicating Oden’s artistic approach 
with the community. 

 
 Staff believes the proposed additions to the property strengthen the 

original application and enhance their presence in the 
neighborhood. 

 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval. 
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PROPERTY ADDRESS   158 Vance Ave, Memphis, TN 38103  
 

APPLICANT 
158 Ventures LLC, 119 S Main St #300, Memphis, TN 38103  
Valentina Cochran, Chooch Pickard, ArchInc, Architect  
valentina@archincmemphis.com,  chooch@archincmemphis.com   
Scott Bojko representative 901-527-6932 scott@ScottBojko.com 

OWNER 
158 Ventures LLC, 119 S Main St #300, Memphis, TN 38103  
c/o Todd Strickland, representative 
901-578-8055 tstrickland@oden.com  

 
PROPOSED WORK * 

Signs, Public Art, and Architectural Lighting 

Sign  | Renovation  | New Building  | Other Exterior Alteration 
* Architecture, site and landscape plans were previously reviewed and approved. 
 
PROJECT 

The historic Capital Pictures building, 158 Vance, will be 
preserved and adapted as Office for a 30+ person creative 
firm. The adjoining warehouse at Vance & BB King will be 
adapted into an employee parking garage.   
The redevelopment activates a 50,000 sq-ft site reusing 
vacant buildings at a prominent intersection by the South 
Main Historic Arts District, near FedEx Forum & Beale 
Street, within the emergent South City neighborhood. 
 
  
IMPROVEMENTS  
 
Illustrations & 
details attached 

ART: Aside from the building itself, the place’s focal point is a large-scale custom metal sculpture, 
standing 40 feet across and 12 feet high − “COMMUNITY” – engaging the public realm from a 
“stage” repurposed from the property’s former loading dock area.  
SIGN: Identification signage is a 4’x4’ translucent-face, illuminated cabinet of the business’ logo, 
mounted on the recessed wall above the front entry, plus the business’ name in pin-mounted 10” 
lettering on the wall adjacent the front door. 
LIGHTING: Architectural lighting highlights and expresses the building with downward, wall-grazing, 
soft-white illumination (ordinarily) and themed colors (on special occasions).  The effect is 
accomplished with linear LED luminaires at approximately 13 locations, mounted all along the 
perimeter of the south and east elevations, at the upper edge of the walls. Building-mounted lights 
also illuminate and feature the sculpture area.  

 
STATUS 

Construction is underway, with move-in 2nd quarter 2018.   
 
 

OWNER  DATE 
 
 
 

  

ILLUMINATED FACADES 

SIGNS 

SCULPTURE
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COMMUNITY is approximately 40’ wide x 10’ deep x 12’ high  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

40’ w x 10’ d 
sculpture “stage” 

building-mounted 
lighting 
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SIGNS  

 
10” letters 
cast metal  

stud mounted 

4’ x 4’ translucent face  
with interior LED illumination 

gray sides  
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LIGHTING 

 
 

 
 

 

EXTERIOR LIGHTS Parata 36” 
adjustable linear RGB LED fixture 

EXTERIOR LIGHTS Parata 36” 
adjustable linear RGB LED fixture 
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