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Design Review Board (DRB) 

Staff Report 
 

Exterior Building Renovations 
 
Case # 18-24:   1 S. Main 
 Memphis, TN 38119  
 
Applicant/Owner:  Michael Kitchen  

1 S. Main LLC  
833 West Washington Blvd., 2nd floor  
Chicago, IL 60607 

 
Background:  The subject property is a circa 1935 building in the Art Moderne 

style. The 3-story building features a flat roof with a parapet and 
exterior cladding of brick, stone, and upper-floor windows in glass 
block. The structure is considered a Contributing Building within 
the Madison-Monroe National Register (NR) Historic District.   

  
The main commercial space at the corner of Main and Madison is 
planned to be a new full-service restaurant serving Americana 
cuisine. The smaller ground-floor commercial space at the southeast 
corner of the building is proposed to be a small barbershop with a 
speakeasy-style bar to the rear. 
 

 The project requires DRB review because it was approved for a 
$100,000 EIG grant from the CCDC board on February 21, 2018 
CCDC meeting. Signage will be addressed in a separate DRB 
application. 

 
Project Description: The additional scope of work includes the following: 

• Retractable awnings 
• New single-hung windows and exterior doors 
• Refurbished tiered metal banding 
• Outdoor seating 
• New tile veneer 
• Exterior lighting 
• Signage 

 
Staff Report: The proposed exteriors are consistent with the Downtown Memphis 

Design Guidelines and DMC priorities of enhancing the public 
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realm, designing with authenticity and drawing upon local design 
traditions. 
 
Staff is supportive of the proposed design and believes it will raise 
the standard of excellence in design on the Main St. Mall. Both 
façades enhance the character of the original building while also 
introducing two new businesses with their own distinct style. The 
design creates a focal point for the intersection of Main St. and 
Madison and strengthens the pedestrian experience for both 
corridors through high-quality design and outdoor activation. 

 
Staff believes the proposed design improves building conditions and 
raises the standard of design downtown, two priorities for the DMC. 
 

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval. 
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