
November 4, 2022  
 
Mr. Kyle Kling 
Arlington County 
Department of Environmental Services 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 710 
Arlington, VA 22201 

Dear Mr. Kling,

The People Before Cars Coalition strongly supports Alternative 7D as the Preferred 
Alternative for the Crystal City to National Airport (CC2DCA) project. By connecting 
bus rapid transit, Metrorail, commuter rail (VRE/MARC) and intercity rail (Amtrak), 
and the Mount Vernon trail with Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport 
(DCA), the CC2DCA project will enhance the value of our existing transportation 
network. It will create new mobility options such as connecting regional and 
long-distance rail via Amtrak and VRE to DCA and is a prerequisite to unlock the full 
mobility potential at this emerging air/rail nexus. The Recommended Preferred 
Alternative 7D is the best choice to ensure the project takes full advantage of this 
once-in-a-generation opportunity for three primary reasons. 

First, Alternative 7D provides a superior connection to the planned passenger rail 
station in National Landing. Thanks to Virginia’s “Transforming Rail in Virginia” 
Initiative, this station will provide frequent, bi-directional VRE and Amtrak service to 
destinations throughout the Commonwealth and the entire Northeast Corridor. 
Efforts are also underway to extend MARC commuter rail service to National 
Landing. Alternative 7D connects directly to the heart of that planned station, 
providing convenient access for passengers, whereas Alternative 9D would 
connect to the far south end of the station, requiring passengers to walk further to 
reach VRE and MARC service.

Second, Alternative 7D provides a better connection to DCA, directly connecting 
users to Terminal 2 without the need for stairs or an elevator. It would have a smaller 
overall footprint within the parking facility and be situated in a less disruptive 
location with better potential for future micromobility enhancements, such as bike 
lockers. Alternative 9D is inferior for several reasons. It would have a longer overall 
route, increasing travel time for users, and would require users to travel a significant 
distance through the parking garage. Most importantly, 9D would connect to level 
L3 of the garage, requiring users to take the stairs or elevator to reach the airport. 

Finally, Alternative 7D provides the best value for money. By connecting directly to 
VRE’s National Landing Station, 7D will make use of the station’s planned 
connection to Crystal Drive.  By contrast, 9D requires constructing a duplicative 
connection over the railroad tracks to Crystal Drive, increasing the cost by $21.5m. 
Alternative 7D not only saves significant money but also provides a better 
experience for users by reducing the distance they need to travel.

While we recognize the current phase does not directly address design, we want to 
highlight two design priorities for the next study phase. First, we want to ensure the 
bridge is designed with sufficient space for both convenient bike travel and a 
comfortable, inviting user experience. This could include benches, landscaping, 
scenic lookouts, and other amenities. The second is to ensure the connection to 
the Mount Vernon Trail is maximally beneficial to all trail users including people 
using bikes, cargo bikes, and trailers.
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Thus far we are encouraged by the overall design and commend Arlington County 
for reaching this important milestone in the federal approval process. We 
appreciate the opportunity to provide input on this transformative project and look 
forward to continuing to work with Arlington County to ensure CC2DCA moves 
forward as soon as possible. 

Respectfully, 

Gillian Burgess 
President of the Board, Arlington Families for Safe Streets

Jay Corbalis 
Vice President, Public Affairs JBG SMITH

Tracy Sayegh Gabriel 
President & Executive Director, National Landing BID

Jeremiah Lowery 
Advocacy Director, Washington Area Bicyclist Association

Stewart Schwartz 
Executive Director, Coalition for Smarter Growth

Chris Slatt 
President of Sustainable Mobility for Arlington County

Cc: Arlington County Board Members
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