
 

THE PEOPLE BEFORE 
CARS COALITION UNITES 

LOCAL STAKEHOLDERS 
AROUND SHARED 

PRIORITIES TO CREATE A 
SAFER AND MORE 

ACCESSIBLE 
TRANSPORTATION 
NETWORK ACROSS 

NATIONAL LANDING. 

October 2, 2023 

Kyle Kling 
Capital Projects Management Coordinator 
Arlington County – Department of Environmental Services 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 900 
Arlington VA 22201   

 
Re: Environmental Assessment for CC2DCA  
Dear Mr. Kling, 

We are wri�ng on behalf of the People Before Cars Coali�on to 
express our strong support for Arlington County’s CC2DCA 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and highlight three important 
items for considera�on moving forward. 

The People Before Cars Coali�on is comprised of business, 
advocacy, and community groups working together to promote 
safe, sustainable transporta�on in Na�onal Landing. As such, we 
strongly support Arlington’s plans for CC2DCA. The project will 
promote sustainable transporta�on by providing a one-of-a-kind 
link for people walking and biking between a fast-growing 
business district and an interna�onal airport. Importantly, the 
project will enhance Na�onal Landing’s broader mul�-modal 
transporta�on network by connec�ng directly with Virginia 
Railway Express (VRE) and Amtrak’s planned Crystal City Sta�on, 
the Crystal City-Potomac Yard Transitway, and the Mt. Vernon 
Trail.  

We agree with Arlington’s approach to planning CC2DCA, as 
described in the EA. Specifically, we support  Arlington’s 
priori�za�on of alignments that connect with the planned 
Crystal City rail sta�on, which will host VRE, Amtrak, and MARC 
rail service, as well as its focus on routes that minimize grade 
changes for users. This led to the selec�on of Alterna�ve 7D, 
which provides the most direct and convenient connec�on 
among all the alignments considered. While the EA highlights 
Arlington’s though�ul approach to planning for CC2DCA, the PBC 
would like to highlight three important items for considera�on 
moving forward.  

Connec�on at DCA  

Per Sec�on 2.5 of the EA, we understand that Arlington is 
con�nuing to work with the Metropolitan Washington Airports 
Authority (MWAA) to design the eastern end of the Preferred 
Alterna�ve where the bridge arrives at Washington Na�onal 



 

Airport (DCA). The goal of this con�nued coordina�on is to 
accommodate MWAA’s requests to avoid impacts to the exis�ng 
parking garage while also avoiding poten�al conflicts with a 
planned roadway ramp. Arlington County has a responsibility to 
ensure that the project meets the agreed-upon purpose and 
need in delivering an easy, direct, and safe route.  While we 
support the con�nued coordina�on and goal of minimizing 
impacts to the airport, we ask that the County con�nue to 
priori�ze a seamless connec�on uninterrupted by stairs, 
elevators, or major grade changes that could diminish the value 
of the project. Moreover, a direct route is essen�al for the 
alignment’s overall viability and making the air-to-rail 
connec�on a truly desirable op�on for travelers to use.  
Minimizing such “grade changes” was a key factor in the 
alterna�ves analysis process that resulted in the selec�on of 
Alterna�ve 7D.   

Design Constraints 

The dra� Programma�c Agreement outlines Arlington County's 
commitment to design a project that "minimizes poten�al 
adverse impacts resul�ng from introducing new features into the 
iden�fied historic proper�es affected by the Project." Na�onal 
Landing is one of the most dynamic urban places in the 
Commonwealth and the Coali�on upholds our shared priori�es 
for CC2DCA to be a world-class, iconic facility featuring next-
genera�on mobility and atrac�ve architecture and public space 
design that promotes use. The Coali�on encourages the County 
to balance feedback from its concurrent agencies and to 
emphasize priori�es that will deliver an incredibly designed 
project here in Na�onal Landing while responding to the 
sensi�vi�es of the context. 

Bike Access 
While the EA notes the Preferred Alterna�ve would provide a 
“dedicated pedestrian and bicycle pathway between Crystal City, 
the future VRE Crystal City Sta�on’s pla�orm and DCA”, at this 
�me it is unclear how people on bicycles, par�cularly larger 
cargo and family bikes, will reach CC2DCA from Crystal Drive. 
Stairs are not an op�on for bikes and it is unclear if the VRE 
Sta�on's elevators are being designed to accommodate large 
bicycles and families on bikes. We hope the project team can 
provide clarity on this important design detail in the near future. 

 



 

CC2DCA is a once-in-a-genera�on project with the poten�al to 
promote sustainable transporta�on while providing a world-
class gateway to Na�onal Landing and the en�re region. The EA 
reflects Arlington’s though�ul approach to project planning thus 
far, and we strongly support it. To ensure CC2DCA fulfills its full 
poten�al, we encourage Arlington to work closely with MWAA 
and NPS on the items outlined above.  

Thank you for your considera�on of our input.  

Collec�vely from the People Before Cars Coali�on, 

Gillian Burgess  
President, Safe Streets Are For Everyone Thank You 

Jay Corbalis  
Vice President, Public Affairs JBG SMITH 

Tracy Sayegh Gabriel  
President & Execu�ve Director, Na�onal Landing BID 

Elizabeth Kiker  
Execu�ve Director, Washington Area Bicyclist Associa�on 

Stewart Schwartz  
Execu�ve Director, Coali�on for Smarter Growth 

Chris Slat  
President, Sustainable Mobility for Arlington County 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


