
 

HOLIDAYS 

Annual Grand Illumination Parade returns to 

Norfolk with holiday magic 
The parade will start right after downtown buildings light up, and it will end with a special Santa Claus 

appearance. 
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NORFOLK, Va. — Downtown Norfolk is kicking off the holiday season in a big, bright way.  

For the first time since 2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, The 36th Annual Grand Illumination Parade 

will return on November 19 at 7 p.m.  
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The festivities will begin at the corner of St. Paul's Blvd and East Main Street and will march on for two 

miles, according to a news release.  

“We’ve produced the region’s ultimate holiday parade for 35 years and are so thrilled to be bringing it 

back this year. We are proud of and thankful for the hundreds of volunteers and participants who bring 

their creativity and energy to Downtown each year for this special event,” said Mary Miller, president 

and CEO of Downtown Norfolk Council. 

“It is especially heartwarming to see so many families return year after year as a beloved tradition.” 

The "Holiday Magic" parade theme will start right after downtown buildings light up, and it will end with 

a special Santa Claus appearance. 

The event is free and for all ages.  

If you won't be able to make it but still want to watch, you can do so online by clicking here.  

https://www.downtownnorfolk.org/

