Festive events and treats planned for
downtown Norfolk despite Grand
Illumination Parade’s cancelation
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Colors of an illuminated downtown Norfolk skyline reflect onto the Elizabeth River in December 2016. (Kristen Zeis)

There’ll be no Grand Illumination Parade in downtown Norfolk again this year
because of the pandemic, but that doesn’t mean the fun will stop.
The Downtown Norfolk Council has a holiday schedule beginning this
weekend packed with Santa photos, holiday artwork in the NEON District,
dancers and the Siren City Pipe Band. Other activities include performances

by The Rhythm Project and other music and entertainment by the Virginia
Arts Festival and Snow Magic on Granby.
The jollification begins at 5 p.m. Nov. 20, followed by the traditional
illumination of the city skyline at 7.

Lee Milstead, portraying Santa Claus, waits for the start of the 34th Annual Grand Illumination Parade on Nov. 17, 2018, in
downtown Norfolk. (L. Todd Spencer)

There’s also the Rudolph Ride from The Plot. The group bike ride kicks off at
6 p.m., led by elves from Elizabeth River Trail, Downtown Norfolk and Lime.
The Selden Holiday Market will have new pop-ups each week and special
shopping activities, as well as a model train exhibit presented by the Atlantic
Coast “S” Gaugers Tidewater Division; it runs from Dec. 1 to 24.

Also making a comeback is The Great Hot Cocoa War. Participating
restaurants create their own confections, competing for a custom-designed
championship belt. The restaurant with the most online votes wins.
The first Great Hot Cocoa War was in 2015. Striper’s Waterside took the top
prize last year with its flight of three hot cocoa flavors — Peppermint Cocoa,
Hot Fudge Sundae Cocoa and Bourbon Salted Caramel Cocoa, said Jessica
Kliner, director of marketing and communications for the Downtown Norfolk
Council.
Previous champions include Work | Release, Zeke’s NFK, Enjoy: The Crop
Foundation and Town Center Cold Pressed.
Normally, the public has one night to try each submission, but last year the
council extended it to a full week to prevent overcrowding in the area and
allow more restaurants. It is doing the same this year. Participating
restaurants will offer 4-ounce pours for $2, dine-in or to-go, Kliner said.
Voting opens at noon on Nov. 20; go to tinyurl.com/Cocoa21 for the
Facebook link. Final votes are counted at 5 p.m. Nov. 27.
For a full list of participating restaurants, check
out tinyurl.com/HotCoCoaFB.
Also part of this year’s celebration is the Poinsettia and Fresh Wreath Market
in the Selden Market; it has poinsettias in a variety of sizes and colors, as well
as Fraser and noble fir wreaths, Strolling Santa carolers, Small Business
Saturday and gift card giveaways.

Holiday Movie Food and Drink Week will run from Dec. 3 to 10
among restaurants such as Freemason Abbey, Stockpot, Grace O’Malley’s,
S’mores Amore and Hell’s Kitchen. Chefs will put a creative spin on iconic
food and drinks from holiday movie classics.
The NEON Holiday Market will be open from noon to 4 p.m. Dec. 11 with
pieces from local artists and sellers, lights, music and snacks.
Vintage Sunday at the Selden Market will return from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Dec.12. The ice skating rink at MacArthur Center opens Nov. 19.
A few minutes away at Nauticus is WinterFest on the Wisconsin. The
program includes a walk-through on the battleship, more than 250,000 lights,
tree lighting ceremonies at 5:30 p.m. and 7, and a lighted sailboat parade at 6
p.m. Saturdays.
Visit www.tinyurl.com/DNCXmas2021 for more information about the
downtown activities.
Saleen Martin, 757-446-2027, saleen.martin@pilotonline.com

